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Writing
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v, v, V4, . Yo o Maximum
1, v A WY, Yo
VY, Ve, VY, Ve, 0.
Vi, Vi, V0, - Vi, vo
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Reading com- | Reading com-
. . phonemic
& 5851 dl) Writing prehension : prehension :
awarness
Text 2 Text 1
g, g, g, g, g, N
1,4y AN VYo Vo,e¥ \Y,VY Mean &Lﬁ.f.,'l
L,V A, e ARIER q,+ Ve o Median
£,V 1,0) 0,V¢ £,0¢ 1A Std. Deviation
V,eY , , ¥, , Minimum
AR Y., Yo,e V4, Yo o Maximum
WY, .. VWY, .. WY, . WY, .. WY, .. N
WY VY, <A Ve, vy VV,eY V¢,e0 Mean
Ve, Ve o VO, VYoo Ve Median
el
ira\s €,A% Y,eA ¥,le £,eY Std. Deviation
> > s > , Minimum
YA YA Vq,. V4, VA, -+ Y., Maximum
Veeo Voo Vees Vees Voeo N
VWY VVLAY VWoe ). ay W, Mean
VY, Voo VY. VY, Ve, Median
— o)
Y,a4 gty Y41 YA YA+ Std. Deviation
V,Vy (IR V,+ e Y, .. Minimum
V4,V ¢e N, V9, V4, Yo, Maximum
VY, .. VY, .. VAV, e VY, e VY. N
\RR%3 V)0 ¢ VW, ¢ VY, V\W,eVv Mean
\Y,0V VYo VWe VW, Ve, o Median .
da ]
AR 0,1y ¢,A0 e,yy ¢,e1 Std. Deviation
.0V e e e Yo Minimum
V4,V¢ V9, V9, V4, Yo, Maximum
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Ve,Vo \YW,0 V,- Y Ve, Ve V0,4Y Mean
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W, Vo VO,e W, Vi, Mean
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Reading
Reading compre-
Score_english_20 Writing comprehension:
hension: Text 1
Text 2
AV,»» AV,» -+ AV,»» AV,»» N
VAA V,YA Vool V4V Mean tl.&.)l
A ¢,A0 0,\V €0 A Median
7Y 1,V Yo,e Y4,V Std. Deviation
V- PN NN €0 Minimum
VALY \\Ans VALY VA« Maximum
VVa, .. V¥, AR V¥, N
VVLAY \ARAY% AR A3 Mean
¢,Y0 0,y £,0) ¢, Median
el
W VY, e A ng Ve,o 0 Std. Deviation
A \Rag Eye e £,V Minimum
V4, VATV Yo,on Yo,on Maximum
Yoo 19, . 1q, 1q, N
1,7 1,Yo 1,Vo y.,Y0 Mean
v,4- Y,AY £,1¢ y,41 Median
Jhidl
V,eV o,YY AV AV Std. Deviation
£,0Y \Rag £,V oNyY Minimum
VLYYV WYY VYV, Y VWV, Y Maximum
VA, » VO, -« Vo,s Vo,s » N
,vi V,0Y Vo,V Vo A Mean
Y £,19 £,10 £,A0 Median .
dbdl
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Allotted Time: 60 minutes

Exercise 1
Write each of the following numbers in digits.:

Seven hundred eighty-eight: ........................ .

One hundred fifty-eight thousand, three hundred five: ......................... ...

Draft Space

Exercise 2

Match the various writings of the same number.

1256 ¢ ¢ 1,000 +200 + 60 + 5
1233« * one thousand, two hundreds, five tens and six ones
1265 « 3 thousand, 8 hundred one
3801 « 1 x 1000 + 2 x 100 + 3x 10 + 3
Draft Space

VeA



Exercise 3

Perform the operations in the boxes below.

3709 +486 = .............

Perform the operation by showing the calculations made.

3325 — 454 = .............

Perform the operation by showing the calculations made.

256 x 19 = ......cceeuueee

aleill glagall

Perform the operation by showing the calculations made.

Veq
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Exercise 4

Compare by using: < ; > or = .

2001 ......... 200+1

Exercise 5
To go back to school, Fadia needs 24 identical notebooks. In the bookstore, these notebooks are

sold by packages of 6 notebooks in each.

Circle the operation which represents the number of packages that Fadia needs to buy.

a. 24+6
b. 24-6
c. 24x6
d 24-+6
Draft Space
Exercise 6

Sarah had 32 balloons in her hand. Half of the balloons flew away. How many balloons does she

still have?

Space for Calculation Answer

VO~
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Exercise 7

After visiting the zoo, the teacher noted the favorite animal of each boy and girl. The following
table shows the information he noted.

Number of girls Number of boys
Lion 4 9
Giraffe 7 4
Monkey 8 7
Elephant 6 5

a) How many girls chose the giraffe?

Calculation Answer

b) How many boys chose the giraffe?

Calculation Answer

¢) How many girls more than boys chose the giraffe?

Calculation Answer

d) Which animal is the most favorite for all the kids?

Calculation Answer

Vo)
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Exercise 8

Complete by using the appropriate unit: g, kg, m or cm.

1- The weight of Zeina’s eyeglasses is 20 ........
2- The height of a dooris 2 ........

3- My friend Firas weighs 30 .......

Exercise 9

Check M the right angle.

L] 0 [l

Exercise 10

Observe the figure below. r— .

a) Measure the length of segment [AB].
Complete: The length of segment [AB] is

b) Is point B the midpoint of the segment
[AC]?
Check the right answer : Yes[] No[]

¢) Mark I the midpoint of the segment [AB] and J the midpoint of [AD].

d) Measure the length of segment [1J].
Complete: The length of segment [IJ]is ............. cm.

VoY
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Exercise 11

a. Write if it is a square or a rectangle.

]

b. Complete the shape with your ruler to make a rectangle:

c¢. Complete the shape with your ruler to make a square:

Vov
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Durée : 60 minutes

Exercice 1

Ecris en chiffres les nombres suivants :

Sept cent quatre-vingt-huit : ...

Cent cinquante-huit mille trois centcing : ..............................

aleill glagall

Espace brouillon

Exercice 2

Relie les nombres a leur décomposition.

1256 * 1000 +200+60+5

1233« *lm2c Sdet6u

1265« 3 milliers, 8 centaines et 1 unité
3801 *1x1000+2x100+3x10+3

Espace brouillon

Voo
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Exercice 3

Pose et effectue les opérations dans le cadre correspondant a chaque opération.

3709 +486 = .............

Pose I’opération et montre les calculs effectués.

3325 —-454+=.............

Pose l’'opération et montre les calculs effectués.

256 x 19 = ...............

Pose I’'opération et montre les calculs effectués.

Vol
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Exercice 4

Compare en utilisant le signe convenable : < , > ou = .

2001 ......... 200+1

Exercice 5

Pour la rentrée scolaire, Fadia a besoin de 24 cahiers identiques. Dans la librairie, il y a des paquets
de 6 cahiers chacun.

Entoure 1’opération qui représente le nombre de paquets que Fadia a achetés.

a. 24+6
b. 24-6
c. 24x6
d. 24+6

Espace brouillon

Exercice 6

Sarah a 32 ballons dans la main. La moitié des ballons éclatent.

Combien lui en reste-t-il ?

Espace pour le calcul Réponse

Vov
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Exercice 7
Apres avoir visité le Zoo, l'enseignante a noté les animaux préférés des garcons et des filles dans le

tableau suivant :

Nombre de filles Nombre de gargons
Lion 4 9
Girafe 7 4
Singe 8 7
Eléphant 6 5

a. Combien de filles ont choisi la girafe ?

Calculs Réponse

b. Combien de garcons ont choisi la girafe ?

Calculs Réponse

c¢. Combien de filles de plus que les garcons ont choisi la girafe ?

Calculs Réponse

d. Quel animal a ét¢ le plus choisi par les éleves ?

Calculs Réponse

VOA
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Exercice 8

Complete par ’unité de mesure convenable : g, kg, m ou cm

1. Les lunettes de Zeina pesent 30 ......
2. Lalongueur de la porte est 2 ......

3. Mon ami Firas pése 30 .....

Exercice 9

Coche M ’angle droit.

[ U [

Exercice 10 P B

Observe la figure ci-contre :

a. Mesure la longueur du segment [AB].

Compléte : La longueur du segment [AB] est

............. cm.
D
b. Le point B est-il le milieu du segment [AC] ?
Cochez la bonne réponse : Oui[] Non []

c. Place le point I milieu du segment [AB] et le point J milieu du segment [AD].

d. Mesure la longueur du segment [1J].

Compléte : La longueur du segment [IJ] est ............. cm.

Vo4



Exercice 11

a. Ecris s’il s’agit d’un carré ou d’un rectangle :

]

b. Compléte la forme avec ta régle pour réaliser un rectangle :

c. Complete la forme avec ta régle pour réaliser un carré :

V-
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Allotted Time: 90 minutes

I. Phonemic Awareness

Circle the words which start with the same sound as the given
word.

1. Sleep:  Sail City Class  Sand  Grass
2. Cat: Kill Circle Kite Cycle  Car
3. Joy: Girl Gate  Giraffe  Giant  Jazz

IT.Phonetic Awareness

Match the word parts.

1.build o e est
2.stu o e dent
3.old o e ing
4. hap o e PY

III. Reading Comprehension
The Lion and the Mouse

Once upon a time, there was a sleeping lion. A mouse was running, and it
jumped on the lion's tail. The lion woke up. The lion was mad and wanted
to kill the mouse. The mouse started crying and asked the lion to forgive
it. Then the lion let the mouse go. One day, the lion was trapped in a net.
The mouse ran and cut the net with its feeth. The lion was free. The lion
thanked the mouse, and they became best friends.

(2]
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A. Choose the correct answer.

1. The mouse jumped on the lion's
a) head
b) tail
c) teeth

2. The lion wanted to
a) kill the mouse
b) kiss the mouse
¢) eat the mouse

3. The mouse cut the net with its teeth to
a) save the lion
b) run from the lion
¢) play with the lion

4. The mouse started to cry because
a) it was hungry
b) it was hurt
¢) it was afraid

B. Write (T) for true and (F) for false. Correct false statements.

1. The lion was mad because the mouse woke it up.
2. The lion helped the mouse by cutting the net.
3. The lion and the mouse became good friends because

the lion thanked the mouse.

(3]
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C. Why did the mouse help the lion?

D.Put the events of the story in the correct order.

The lion was frapped in a net, but the mouse helped it to be free.

The mouse jumped on the lion's tail when it was sleeping.

The lion and the mouse became best friends.

The lion wanted to kill the mouse, but it didn't.

Lilly's New School

Today is Lilly's first day at her new school. Lilly is so happy because her
new school is so big and beautiful. The school has 3 tall buildings, and
each building includes 4 floors. The playground has many trees, 4 swings,
5 slides, and 2 basketball hoops. The school also has a library where
students can find many lovely stories. Lilly likes her new school, where
she can learn and have fun.

A.Choose the correct answer.

1. Lilly feels so
a) big
b) happy
c) beautiful

(4]
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2. The trees are in the
a) playground
b) buildings
c) library

3. In the school library, Lilly can
a) use the swings
b) play basketball
c) read nice stories

4.Lilly likes her new school because it is a place where
a) there are 4 floors in each building
b) she can play and learn at the same time
c) she feels happy in the playground

B. Write (T) for true and (F) for false. Correct false statements.

1. Lilly likes her new school more than her old school.
2. Lilly cannot find anything to play with in the playground.
3. The library is a place that includes books and stories.

C. Do you like Lilly's school? Why or why not?

(5]
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D. Match the words with their pictures.

Happy Boy

Beautiful Girl

Big Book

Tall Building el

IV. Writing

A. Choose verbs from the box to complete the paragraph.

study - watch - wash - brush

Mona and Rami wake up every morning. They their faces
and their teeth. Then they eat their breakfast and go to
school. At school, they Math, Arabic and English. In the
evening, they TV and go to bed.

B. Rearrange the words to make sentences.

1. dad / teacher./a/ My / is

2. every / you / drink / Do / morning? /milk

3. play / Rima / does / football. /not

(6]

Vil



[P—
oleill glagal

C. Look at the picture. Write 2 sentences about it.

D.Write 4 - 6 sentences about a special day you had.
Answer the following questions.
e When did this happen?
e Who was with you?
e What happened?
e How did you feel?

(7]
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Allotted Time: 90 minutes

I. Reading Comprehension

The Dog and His Reflection

One day, a dog found a bone under a tree. He grabbed it and hurried home as fast
as he could go. On his way, he saw two hungry puppies, but he did not share the
bone with them. As he crossed a bridge, he looked down and saw his reflection in
the water, just like one sees himself in a mirror. The greedy dog thought he saw a
real dog carrying a bone bigger than the one he was holding. As a result, he dropped
his bone and jumped into the river to take the bigger bone from the other dog. In the
water, he knew that what he did was thoughtless. The hungry puppies, who were
watching him, took the bone and ran away. The dog swam with difficulty until he
reached the shore. On the other side, he felt miserable because he lost his bone and

realized it was foolish to be greedy.

A. Choose the correct answer.

1. The dog found the bone
a) in the mirror
b) in the river
c) under the tree

2. The dog saw in the water.
a) another dog with a bone
b) two hungry puppies
c) his reflection

3. The puppies ran away with the bone in order to
a) eat it away from the dog
b) throw it in the water
c¢) share it with the dog

4. The dog realized that he is foolish because
a) he lost his bone
b) he swam with difficulty
c) it is stupid to be greedy

(2]
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B. Write (T) for true and (F) for false. Correct false statements.

1. The dog did not share the bone with the puppies because he does
not know them.

2. The bone that the dog saw in the river was the same one he was
holding.

3. It was not easy for the dog to reach the shore.

C. Give two reasons why the dog is greedy.

D. What lesson did the dog learn by the end of the story?

E. Fill in each blank with the correct conjunction from the box.

and - so - but - or

1. Sara was very tired, she went to bed early.

2. Is your dad traveling by car by plane?

3. Nader liked the movie, Sami did not.

4. 1 was carrying my bag in one hand my lunch box in the other
hand.

F. Choose the correct answer.

1. Rami lost his phone. Have you seen (him / it / them)?

2. Betty and Jane did not sleep well last night. Now, they cannot open (them
/they / their) eyes.

This bag is too small. I need a (biger/ bigger / biggest) one.

4. Rama is the (happiest / happyest / most happy) girl at school.

W
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My Best Friend Tina

Tina and I have been best friends since we were five years old. Loyalty, integrity,
and generosity have characterized our friendship. Tina is tall and thin with large
brown eyes and curly blond hair. She always wears a pair of black or blue jeans and
a colorful top. Tina is very sincere and generous. She always helps anyone who is in
trouble and shows respect for everyone. She loves having fun, and she is very good
at telling jokes. Tina has many hobbies, like horse riding, playing the piano, and
solving puzzles. However, she does not like dancing and playing video games. She
likes pizza, donuts, and ice cream. She enjoys the English classes at school because
English is her favorite subject, just like it is my favorite subject too. Every weekend,
Tina and I go out and tell each other the week's news. I like Tina very much because
she is a good person and a wonderful friend. I hope that we remain best friends
forever.

A. Choose the correct answer.

1. Tina has
a) curly brown hair
b) curly blond hair
c¢) tall blond hair

2. Dancing is .
a) one of Tina’s favorite hobbies
b) something that Tina does not like
c) something that Tina does on weekends

3. The writer and Tina
a) have many things in common
b) share their colorful tops
c) play video games together

4. The writer believes that Tina is generous because she
a) always falls in trouble
b) respects those in trouble
c¢) helps those in trouble

(4]
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B. Write (T) for true and (F) for false. Correct false statements.

1. The writer and Tina have been friends for five years.
2. Tina is a serious person.
3. Tina likes healthy food.

C. Give two reasons why Tina is a good person.

D. What do the writer and Tina have in common?

E. Choose the correct answer.

The kids (makes / making / are making) a sandcastle now.
Mira (do not / does not / will) know how to swim.

Hani (ran / run / running) fast when he saw the fox.

Jad (has / is having / have) 3 sisters.

D=

F. Match each sentence to the correct preposition, which completes it.

1. The cat is hiding——— the bed. of
2. I am sacred —— cats. for
3. Are you ready — the party? with
4. Would you like some chocolate —___ caramel? under

(5]
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I1. Writing

A. Match each question to its correct answer.
1. Where is Fadi? at 7 o’clock
2. When did he go? very happy

an animated movie
at the cinema

3. What is he watching?
4. How does he feel?

B. Add two sentences to complete the following paragraph.

Exercising in your home may be good for your health, but it may not be good
for your children. In 1990, about 13,000 children were hurt by exercise equipment.
Bicycle exercise was the most common cause of injury. Many children lost a finger
or a toe on the wheels of these bicycles.

C. Write 9 — 12 sentences on ONE of the following topics.

1. Think about a day when you got hurt/lost. Answer the following
questions:

- When was that day?

- Where were you?

- What happened on that day?
- Who helped you?

- How did you feel?

2. Describe a family member that you love. Answer the following questions:

Who is this person?

What physical qualities and characteristics does he/she have?
What makes him/her so special?

How do you feel about him/her?

(6]
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Durée : 90 minutes

I- Conscience phonologique

1) Ecris le nombre de syllabes dans chaque mot.

Mot Nombre de syllabes Mot Nombre de syllabes
Parapluie Chapeau
Voiture Papillon

2) Lis les mots de chaque série.
Entoure les mots qui se terminent par le méme son.

a. Truie - Puis - Tricherie - Minuit. b. Jouent - Seulement - Chantent - Courent.

c. Artichaut - Sot - Chou - Manteau. d. Foire - Poire - Four - Soir.

II-  Compréhension de I’écrit :
Texte 1 : Lis le texte qui suit puis réponds aux questions.
Franklin

Franklin est trés intelligent. Il sait compter jusqu’a cent. Il peut réciter par coeur tous les
mois de I’année mais pas les saisons. Sa saison préférée est le printemps. Mais, | & g
dans les autres saisons, il aime jouer au ballon, ramasser des feuilles jaunes et !
sauter par-dessus des flaques d'eau pour arriver a la montagne et construire des
tortues de neige avec sa sceur.

Franklin fait aussi beaucoup d'activités avec ses amis. Ils nagent sous I’eau 5_‘(
et jouent au baseball. Franklin arrive a envoyer la balle a I’autre bout du pré avec

sa batte de baseball. Il aime faire du vélo mais le sien n’a pas de petites roues a I’arriére.
D'aprées Paulette Bourgeois et Brenda Clark, Les Plus Belles Histoires de Franklin, Hachette.

1) Coche la bonne réponse :

a) Franklin connait par ceeur : b) La saison que Franklin aime le plus est :
O les jours de la semaine. O Dété.
O les mois de I’année. O Thiver.
O les saisons de I’année. O le printemps.
c¢) Franklin ramasse des feuilles jaunes : d) Franklin saute par-dessus les flaques d’eau :
O en été. O en été.
0 en automne. O en automne.
O au printemps. O en hiver.
2
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2) Entoure les activités que Franklin sait pratiquer :

&

]

b. Coche la bonne affirmation.

[1J’ai choisi I’image 1 car Franklin a eu un accident de vélo.

[1Jai choisi I’image 1 car le vélo de Franklin est cassé.

[1Jai choisi I’image 2 car le vélo de Franklin n’a pas de petites roues arriére.
[1J’ai choisi I’image 2 car Franklin n’aime pas faire de vélo.

4) Coche la bonne réponse.

Franklin ne fait pas de vélo. Ce comportement montre qu’il est :
[responsable

] peureux
[ timide

5) Dans la phrase “ Ils nagent sous I’eau”, “Ils” remplace :
[/Franklin

[JFranklin et sa sceur

[1Franklin et ses amis

\NAY%
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Texte 2 : Lis le texte qui suit puis réponds aux questions.
Tétedoeuf

Je m’appelle Tétedoeuf. Je suis petit et mon corps bleu a la forme
d’un ceuf. J’ai trois yeux verts et deux petits crocs roses sortent de ma
bouche. Deux petites cornes jaunes poussent sur ma téte couverte de verrues.
Au bout de mes pieds, il y a de grosses griffes vertes.

Quand on me voit passer dans la rue, personne ne me parle. Tous les
enfants s’accrochent aux jupes de leurs mamans. Ils se cachent derriére elles ou courent
vite vers leurs maisons. Je reste toujours seul. Pourtant je ne suis pas du tout méchant et
j'aime avoir des amis. Alors, je pose toujours @ maman la méme question : est-ce que je
fais peur ?

1. Relie chaque ¢lément décrit a 1’adjectif de couleur qui convient :

le corps ° ° couleur jaune
les yeux ° ° couleur verte
les crocs ° ° couleur rouge
les cornes ° ° couleur bleue
les griffes ° ° couleur rose

2- Lis les phrases suivantes.
Réponds par vrai ou faux, puis justifie ta réponse en copiant une phrase du texte.

Vrai / Faux

a) Ce monstre a la forme ovale.

Justification :

b) La téte de ce monstre est lisse.
Justification :

¢) Les enfants ont peur de Tétedoeuf.
Justification :

3- Coche la bonne case :

a. Tétedoeuf reste seul a cause de : b. Je m’¢loigne de I’autre lorsqu’il est :

[Isa forme qui est différente. [ldifférent de moi.
[I’absence d’amis. [Jinconnu pour moi.
[la peur des enfants a sa vue. O plus intelligent que moi.

VA
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4- Reléve dans le texte :

a) Une phrase affirmative :

b) Une phrase négative :

¢) Une phrase interrogative :
d) Un adjectif qualificatif au féminin pluriel :

5- Lis le passage suivant puis compleéte le tableau ci-dessous :

Tous les enfants s accrochent aux jupes de leurs mamans. Ils se
cachent derriere elles ou courent vite vers leurs maisons.

Sujets Verbes

III- Production écrite

1) Mets les mots dans 1’ordre pour former une phrase.
a. jouent— les — dans — cour — enfants — la — 1’école — de

b. feuilles — tombent — en — les — arbres — automne — des

2) Ecris deux phrases pour légender cette image.

ANA
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3) Ecris un paragraphe de 4 a 5 phrases pour compléter 1’histoire.

Tu peux t’aider des images et des mots dans I’encadré.

Des mots pour t’aider a écrire : baton, calin, gar¢on, lancer, chercher, loin

Un jour, Rami va se promener avec son chien. Rami lance un baton

VA~
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Durée : 1.5 heures

I- Compréhension de I’écrit

Texte 1
Lisez le texte suivant puis répondez aux questions.

Aujourd’hui, c’est le grand jour : c’est mon anniversaire. Bon anniversaire, Zlata !!!
Hélas, je suis malade ! J’ai une inflammation des sinus et du pus qui me coule dans la gorge.
En fait, je n’ai pas mal, mais le médecin m’a obligée de prendre des antibiotiques et de me
mettre de terribles gouttes écoeurantes dans le nez qui me briilent horriblement. 1 fallait que
¢a arrive justement le jour de mon anniversaire. Mon Dieu, mon Dieu, quelle chance !

Bon, d’accord, je vais guérir et on fétera ca plus tard, je veux dire avec mes copines, car
« les grands », ma famille et leurs amis, viennent quand méme souhaiter mon anniversaire
aujourd’hui. Et moi qui suis en chemise de nuit ! Papa et maman m’ont offert des cadeaux
pour le ski qui me plaisent beaucoup : une paire de skis, de nouvelles fixations et de nouveaux
batons. C’est super ! Merci maman, merci papa ! Comme ils sont gentils, mes parents !

D’aprés Zlata Filipovic, Le journal de Zlata,
traduit par Francois Laurent, Editions Robert Laffont, 1993.

Questions sur le texte :
1- Cochez la bonne réponse.

a- Qui parle dans le texte ? b- Ou se passe 1’action ?

O Zlata [0 Dans un restaurant.

O Le pere de Zlata O Dans la clinique du médecin.

00 La mere de Zlata [0 Dans la maison de Zalta.

c- Quand les actions se passent-elles ? d- Zlata a fété son anniversaire avec :
O Le jour d’anniversaire de Zlata. [0 Ses copines.

[ La veille d’anniversaire de Zlata. [J Son papa et sa maman.

O Le lendemain d’anniversaire de Zlata. [0 Sa famille.

2- Lisez ’expression suivante « de me mettre des gouttes écoeurantes dans le nez » puis cochez
la bonne réponse. « Ecceurantes » signifie :
[J qui font mal au cceur.
[ qui ont un gout détestable.
[J qui soulagent la douleur.

3- Lisez I’expression suivante « Mon Dieu, mon Dieu, quelle chance ! » puis expliquez, en
cochant la bonne réponse.
[JZlata a beaucoup de chance parce qu’elle va recevoir des cadeaux.
[] Zlata se sent chanceuse le jour de son anniversaire.
[] Zlata se trouve malchanceuse le jour de son anniversaire.

VAY
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4- Lisez cette phrase.
Bon, d’accord, je vais guérir et on fétera ¢a plus tard.
a-Justifiez I’emploi du présent de I’indicatif dans cette phrase.
| Le présent exprime un futur proche.
[ C’est le présent du moment ou 1’on parle.
"] Le présent exprime un passé récent.
b- En vous basant sur les temps verbaux utilisés dans la phrase, dites si I’affirmation
suivante est VRAIE ou FAUSSE.
Zlata a perdu I’espoir de célébrer sa féte avec ses amis.
[J VRAI [ FAUX

5- Comment Zlata s’est-elle comportée quand elle s’est réveillée malade le jour de son
anniversaire ? Cochez la bonne réponse.
| Elle a fait un drame de sa maladie et est restée dans sa chambre.
| Elle s’est rassurée en se disant qu’elle va féter son anniversaire entre amis plus tard.
1 Elle a refusé de féter son anniversaire avec sa famille.

6- a- Quel est le type des phrases suivantes ?
Bon anniversaire, Zlata !!!
Hélas, je suis malade !
C’est super ! Merci maman, merci papa !
Comme ils sont gentils, mes parents !

"'Phrase impérative.
[] Phrase exclamative.
[1Phrase interrogative.

b- Reliez chaque phrase au sentiment qu’elle évoque.

Bon anniversaire, Zlata !!! X x | L’admiration
Hélas, je suis malade ! X x | Lajoie

C’est super ! Merci maman, merci papa ! X x | La déception.
Comme ils sont gentils, mes parents ! X x | L’enthousiasme

7- Est-ce que Zlata a aimé les cadeaux qu’elle a regus ? Relevez une expression qui le montre.

8- A votre avis, pourquoi les parents de Zlata, qui est malade, n’ont-ils pas reporté la féte de son
anniversaire ? Cochez la bonne réponse.

[J Parce qu’il faut lui remonter le moral et qu’elle oublie sa maladie.

[1Parce que Zlata veut féter son anniversaire a temps.

[JParce que ses parents veulent lui offrir un cadeau.

VAY
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Texte 2

Lisez le texte suivant puis répondez aux questions.

Un matin d’hiver
C’¢tait un matin de janvier. Un de ces beaux matins blancs et secs pareils a ces vieux
montagnards qui ont du givre a leurs moustaches et des yeux pétillants de soleil. Il avait neigé
toute la nuit a gros flocons serrés. Derriére la maison, la forét qui commence au pied de la
montagne s’était endormie dans un grand silence glacé. Les sapins ployaient encore sous leur
charge de neige, car le vent glacial de I’aube n’avait soufflé que pour chasser les nuages.

Isabelle et Gérard habitaient 1a, tout prés du bois, dans la maison de leurs grands-parents.
C’était une toute petite maison aux murs gris et aux volets verts. Elle se trouvait a I’écart du village
que I’on devinait a peine, ce matin-1a, trés loin, au bord de la riviére gelée. On ne voyait méme
plus le chemin qui court entre les champs et traverse la prairie.

Tandis qu’ils regardaient par la fenétre, le nez collé a la vitre, Isabelle et Gérard virent passer un
oiseau, puis un autre, puis tout un vol qui se percha sur un cable électrique d’ou tombérent des
paquets de neige.
— Ils ont froid, dit Isabelle. II faut leur donner des graines ou du pain.
Elle prépara des graines, et Gérard ouvrit la fenétre.
— Ferme vite, cria Grand-pére, tu vas faire entrer tout I’hiver dans la cuisine !
Les enfants se mirent a rire.
D’apres Bernard Clavel, L’Arbre qui chante, Ed. La Farandole.
Questions sur le texte :
1- Cochez la bonne réponse. Ce texte est :

(] le portrait d’un personnage.
[J la description d’un paysage.
L] I’explication de la construction d’une maison.

2- Pour montrer que le matin de janvier est trés froid, 1’auteur le compare a :
[J une vieille montagne.
[ un vieux montagnard.

[ la riviére gelée.

3- a) Relevez, dans le texte, les adjectifs qualificatifs décrivant les éléments suivants.

Eléments décrits Adjectifs qualificatifs

des flocons |l e

levent |

lariviere |

b) Comment pouvez-vous qualifier cette tempéte ?

VAL
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4- Lisez les phrases suivantes, répondez par vrai ou faux, puis justifiez votre réponse par une
phrase ou une expression du texte.

Vrai ou faux

a. Lamaison d’Isabelle et de Gérard se trouve au centre du village.
Justification :

b. Laneige a recouvert tous les chemins qui ménent au village.
Justification :

c. Isabelle et Gérard s’amusaient en jouant a la neige devant la
maison.
Justification :

d. Les oiseaux cherchaient un abri contre le froid.
Justification :

5- Aimeriez-vous vivre dans une maison comme celle d’Isabelle et de Gérard ? Justifiez votre
réponse en donnant deux raisons.

6- A votre avis, pourquoi les deux enfants se mirent-ils a rire ?
Cochez la bonne réponse.
| Parce qu’ils ont réussi a donner des graines aux oiseaux.
U] Parce qu’ils sont contents de voir les oiseaux.
[] Parce que le grand-pére a parlé de I’hiver d’une fagon amusante.

1I- Production écrite :
1-  Complétez I’extrait suivant par les mots figurant dans la liste ci-dessous.

sonnettes — Paris — balai — perdre — pauvre — musée — sorciére — gardiens

Une sorciere au Louvre
La Camomille se rend a un concours de mode, a . Elle est déja trés
en retard et, pendant le voyage, son lui échappe. La sorciére passe au
travers d’une fenétre et se retrouve dans une salle du du Louvre. Toutes les
d’alarme se déclenchent. Les commencerent a la chercher, mais
elle ne voulait surtout pas qu’ils 1’arrétent, car elle n’avait pas de temps a en
explications.
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2- Traitez, au choix, I’'un des deux sujets suivants.
Votre texte fera 9-12 phrases.

Sujet 1 :

En un jour ensoleillé d’été, vos parents et vous avez décidé de passer la journée a la plage,
a vous baigner, a construire des chateaux de sable, a ramasser des coquillages ... Racontez
le déroulement de cette journée et les sentiments que vous avez €prouvés.

Sujet 2 :

Par une belle journée d’été, vos parents décident d’aller visiter un membre de la famille
qui habite dans le village. Arrivés dans ce lieu, vous étes fasciné(e) par ce merveilleux
paysage : une belle maison entourée d’un grand jardin plein de verdure.

Décrivez ce licu tout en exprimant vos sentiments et vos impressions face a ce paysage.

VAT
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Les critéres

Les composantes du critére

Pertinence ou adéquation a la
situation et a la consigne

Adéquation au theme

Adéquation au type (et/ou au genre)

Adéquation au volume demandé

Cohérence et cohésion

Progression thématique

Liens et mots de liaison (logiques, chronologiques...

Expression des sentiments

Utilisation correcte des outils de
la langue

Vocabulaire

Orthographe lexicale et grammaticale

Syntaxe

Emploi des temps et des modes

Présentation

Mise en page et lisibilité de 1’écriture
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1. Introduction

Assessing and identifying learning loss is a critical task for educators, policymakers,
and researchers in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. The prolonged school closures
and disruptions to traditional instruction have resulted in significant learning loss for
students across the globe. To address this issue, it is necessary to have an accurate
understanding of the extent and nature of learning loss and the most affected students.

One approach to assessing and identifying learning loss is using screening tools. These
tools provide a quick and efficient way to identify students who are at risk of falling
behind or experiencing significant learning loss. They are often used as a first step in
the assessment process before more detailed and in-depth assessments are conducted.

A screening tool framework is a set of guidelines that should be considered when
designing and implementing a screening tool for learning loss. This framework should
include considerations for accessibility, reliability, and validity, as well as the specific
constructs being assessed.

Proposed indexes are the different metrics used to measure and identify learning loss.
These include measures of academic achievement, such as test scores, as well as
measures of student engagement and attendance. Additionally, some indexes proposed
are related to the socioeconomic status, student’s background, or special needs.

In this study, we propose a comprehensive screening tool framework for learning
loss that incorporates various indexes, including academic achievement, engagement,
and attendance. The goal is to comprehensively understand the extent and nature of
learning loss and the most affected students. This framework can serve as a guide
for educators, policymakers, and researchers as they work to design and implement
practical assessment tools for identifying and addressing learning loss.

II. Literature Review
The Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Education

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on education systems worldwide,
leading to school closures and a shift towards remote and hybrid learning. However, the
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full extent of the impact on student learning and development is still not fully understood.
According to The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD),
there is no estimate for the loss of learning, the lack of development of cognitive skills,
or the consequences for the socio-emotional development of students, which includes
the psychological impact owing to the lack of interaction with classmates and the strain
on parents during lockdown, as there are no supporting studies. The impact of learning
losses will only be seen in the long-term, years from now (Alobaidy, 2021).

To compensate for the time loss, hybrid and technology-supported learning have been
implemented in many countries as the new routine post-pandemic. However, the OECD
reports that schools are still not fully ready for this shift, due to a lack of access to
computers, IT support, and teacher training. Remote and hybrid learning depends not
just on individual access to technology, but also on the availability of powerful online
platforms and teachers’ ability to incorporate digital and pedagogical skills.

To evaluate the effectiveness of these methods, several education authorities have
conducted studies, such as in Finland, where data were collected through household
surveys, student assessments, and teacher assessments. Poland also monitored the
number of platform users and the popularity and use of educational content.

The World Bank recommends that countries need to measure learning in at least two
subjects to capture several aspects of learning, in at least two grades to diagnose learning
limitations at different stages of schooling, and a minimum of two planned rounds of
data collection over five years to help set in the practice of using learning data into
educational policies.

In summary, the literature suggests that the COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant
impact on education systems worldwide, leading to school closures and a shift towards
remote and hybrid learning. However, the full extent of the impact on student learning
and development is still not fully understood. To address this, more robust and resilient

education systems need to be developed and prepared for any future crisis (Alobaidy,
2021).

Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on K-12 Education in America
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Michelle Kondrich (2022) reported on the academic impact of the pandemic on America’s
more than 50 million K-12 students. The research offers the clearest accounting yet of
the crisis’s academic toll and reason to hope that schools can help. First, Kondrich
(2022) indicated that students learned less when they were remote, which should not
come as a surprise. Most schools had little to no experience with remote instruction
when the pandemic began and were lacking in teacher training, appropriate software,
laptops, universal internet access, and in many cases, students lacked stability and a
supportive adult at home to help. Even students who spent the least amount of time
learning remotely during the 2020-2021 school year — just a month or less — missed the
equivalent of seven to 10 weeks of math learning. Second, Kondrich (2022) indicated
that students at high-poverty schools were hit the hardest. Students at high-poverty
schools experienced an academic double-whammy: their schools were more likely to
be remote and, when they were, students missed more learning. High-poverty schools
spent about 5.5 more weeks in remote instruction during the 2020-2021 school year
than low- and mid-poverty schools, the report says.

According to Dworkin and Lewis (2021), there is a need for interventions and strategies
to address the learning declines experienced by students during the pandemic. The
American Rescue Plan provided funding to public schools to address COVID-19-related
needs, including $22 billion dedicated to addressing learning loss using evidence-
based interventions. The authors review district and state spending plans and find that
districts are spending funding on a variety of strategies, including summer learning,
tutoring, after-school programs, and extended school-day and school-year initiatives.

Dworkin and Lewis (2021) also provide a comparison of test-score drops during the
pandemic to the effects of common interventions being employed by districts. They
draw on research on high-dosage tutoring, summer learning programs, reductions in
class size, and extending the school day to determine if these strategies will be effective
enough to help students catch up. They find that the average effect of tutoring programs
on reading achievement is larger than the effects found for other interventions, but note
that summer reading programs and class size reduction also produced average effect
sizes in the ballpark of the COVID-19 reading score drops.

Va1
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The authors also mention that there are limitations to using research conducted prior to
the pandemic to understand the ability to address the COVID-19 test-score drops. They
note that the studies were conducted under different conditions, and the effectiveness
of the interventions during the pandemic may not be as consistent. Additionally, there is
little evidence and guidance on the efficacy of these interventions at the unprecedented
scale they are being considered. They mention that the Road to COVID Recovery
project and the National Student Support Accelerator are two large-scale evaluation
studies that aim to produce evidence while providing resources for districts to track
and evaluate their own programming. Furthermore, there are growing resources that
provide recommendations on how to best implement recovery programs, including

scaling up tutoring, summer learning programs, and expanded learning time.

According to Lake and Pillow (2022), the results from the National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP) reveal a significant decline in American students’
knowledge and skills, as well as widening gaps between high- and low-scoring students.
In their report, “State of the American Student,” the authors synthesize three years of
research on the academic, mental health, and other impacts of the pandemic and school
closures. They outline the extent of the crisis faced by American students and propose a
path towards recovery and reinvention of the education system to prevent such a crisis
from happening again. The authors highlight that students have lost critical opportunities
to learn and thrive, with typical American students losing several months of learning
in language arts and even more in mathematics. Additionally, students have suffered
from significant increases in anxiety and depression, and many have experienced the
loss of a parent or caregiver due to COVID-19. They also note that students who were
already poorly served before the pandemic were left even further behind during it,
including many students with disabilities. Furthermore, the authors note that while the
average effects of the pandemic may not be dire, it masks the severe inequities and
varied impact it has had on different student populations, particularly Black, Hispanic,
and low-income students, who have suffered the most severe impacts. They warn that
at the current pace of recovery, too many students will graduate without the skills and
knowledge needed for college and careers.

Vav



[P—
oleill glagall

A literature review by Tejada et al. (2022) examines the effectiveness of learning
assessments and the relationship between assessments and the curriculum. The authors
highlight that assessments can vary in their alignment with learning expectations and
curricular requirements, and that the distinction between assessing basic learning versus
learning expectations or curricular requirements is an important consideration. The
review also notes that the focus on basic learning has gained traction in recent years,
particularly with the development of Sustainable Development Goal 4.1.1 which calls
for the creation of minimum standards. The review concludes that while it is important
to prioritize the measurement of basic learning in key academic areas, assessments
aligned to curricular bases can also be useful for structuring remedial actions for
teachers.

In a study by Singh, Romero, and Muralidharan (2022), primary school-aged children in
rural Tamil Nadu experienced significant learning loss as a result of COVID-19 school
closures. Using a near-representative household panel survey of 19,000 children, the
study measured students’ performance in math and language in December 2021, after
18 months of school closures. Results indicated that students had severe deficits in
learning, with an average deficit of 0.7 standard deviations (c) in math and 0.346 in
language compared to students in the same villages in 2019. Additionally, the study
found that two-thirds of the deficit was made up within 6 months after school reopening.

Just like in all countries worldwide, the COVID-19 pandemic has significantly impacted
K-12 education in America, with students experiencing significant learning declines due
to the shift to remote instruction. Studies conducted by Silver, Saavedra, and Polikoff
(2022) and Kondrich (2022) both indicate that parent interest in recovery programs,
such as tutoring and summer school, could be higher, even though these programs
require engagement from parents. The authors suggest that parents’ understanding of
whether their child is struggling academically, their beliefs about the benefits of such
recovery programs, and logistical considerations, such as availability of transportation,

likely drive awareness of and interest in these programs.

Dworkin and Lewis (2021) report that there is a need for interventions and strategies to
address the learning declines experienced by students during the pandemic. They find
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that the average effect of tutoring programs on reading achievement is more significant
than the effects found for other interventions but note that summer reading programs
and class size reductions may also be effective. They also highlight the importance of
understanding parent attitudes and perceptions towards these recovery programs to
improve engagement and increase their effectiveness in reversing pandemic-induced
learning loss.

As he examines school closures on students’ learning outcomes, Kaffenberger (2020)
presents evidence that the long-term learning losses caused by COVID-19 school
closures may be greater than the short-term losses during the closures. In a working
paper, Kaffenberger and Pritchett (2020) propose a model to examine the potential
long-term consequences of school closures in low- and middle-income countries. The
model shows that children in these countries could lose more than an entire year’s
worth of learning even from a three-month school closure, as the losses continue to
compound after returning to school. The authors also examine two potential mitigation
strategies: short-term remediation and ongoing adaptation of instruction to students’
learning levels. The latter strategy not only fully mitigates the losses but also surpasses
pre-closure learning by over a year’s worth. This research suggests that planning for
remediation and adaptation efforts should begin now to stem the learning losses and
improve education systems in the long term.

According to Lake and Pillow (2022), the COVID-19 pandemic has significantly
impacted American students’ education, resulting in school closures, remote instruction,
and mental health issues. The authors also mention a report that synthesizes three years
of research on the academic, mental health, and other impacts of the pandemic and
school closures. The report highlights the loss of critical learning opportunity recovery
rate; many recovery students of all races and income levels will graduate without the
skills and knowledge needed for college and careers. The authors suggest that a new
and better approach to public education is needed to prevent a similar crisis from
happening in the future.

The literature review focused conducted by Akkas Baysal & Ocak (2021), which
aims to examine the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on teachers’ views regarding
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the learning losses faced by students. The authors indicate that the pandemic has
led to a suspension of face-to-face increased distance education resulting in student
learning losses for students. The study focuses on the concept of “learning loss™ and
the teachers’ views on whether there is a learning loss after the pandemic. The results
show that all teachers participating in the study stated that students had experienced
learning loss; with the majority of teachers stating that learning loss 1s higher in
Turkish, mathematics, science, physics, chemistry, and English lessons. The study also
examines which courses have the most and least learning loss, with teachers stating
that learning losses are less in verbal-oriented and skill-requiring courses. The study
aligns with, other research such as that conducted by Hill and Loeb (2020). As such, it
has been found students have regressed in reading skills and numeracy-based subjects.
The authors stress that the end of face-to-face education in March and the subsequent
transition to distance learning has resulted in learning losses and suggest more research
to fully understand the consequences.

The literature review by Akkas Baysal and Ocak (2021) explores the impact of the
Covid-19 pandemic on learning losses for students in Turkey. The study emphasizes
that the pandemic has resulted in a shift to distance education, which has affected
students deeply, leading to learning losses. This study aims to reveal teachers’ opinions
about students’ learning compensation of these losses.

The study also discusses the teachers’ views on the concept of “learning loss” and
whether there is a learning loss after the pandemic. The results show that all the teachers
participating in the study stated that the concept of “learning loss™ has changed and that
the students experienced learning loss after the pandemic. The feedback that teachers
received from their students during this period shows that students experience learning
loss and this situation is greater than the “summer learning loss” encountered in the
past years. This highlights that although education and training activities are tried to be
continued with distance education, learning losses cannot be prevented.

Additionally, the study examines which courses have the most and least learning loss.
While the majority of the teachers participating in the research stated that learning loss
was higher in Turkish, mathematics, science, physics, chemistry and English lessons,
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they stated that learning loss is less in courses such as social studies, biology, geography,
history, music, and painting.

The literature suggests that implementing intensive book reading programs is an
effective way to mitigate learning losses, especially during summer vacation. This is
because reading is a crucial component in developing critical thinking and analytical
skills. Studies have shown that students who read more tend to perform better in
academic systems. For example, Kim and White (2011) conducted an experimental
study and found that students who were assigned reading materials during the summer
vacation had reduced learning losses. However, it is important to note that reading
alone is not sufficient to completely prevent learning losses, and other measures such as
repeating certain grade levels or implementing “Accelerated Learning Programs” may
also be necessary. This approach, supported by the World Bank Education Group and
Shmis, Sava, Teixeira and Patrinos (2020), involves evaluating student’s learning gaps,
planning and implementing targeted interventions, and continuously collecting data to
adjust instruction. Teachers have a key role in this approach, as they will be responsible
for implementing the programs and adapting instruction to meet the individual needs
of their students.

In a study conducted by Akkas Baysal & Ocak (2021), the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic on student learning and the strategies suggested by teachers to compensate
for these losses were examined. The study found that due to the pandemic, students
experienced significant learning losses and that teachers suggested various strategies
to compensate for these losses. One approach suggested by teachers was to implement
intensive book reading programs with the return to face-to-face education. The teachers
believed that reading is crucial for developing critical, analytical, and creative thinking
skills and that students who read extensively tend to perform better in the academic
system. Kim and White (2011) also supported this claim by showing that reading can
reduce summer learning losses. Another strategy suggested by teachers was to repeat
certain grade levels, particularly in primary school, middle school, and high school.
This approach aims to ensure that students fully acquire the knowledge and skills of a
particular grade level before moving on to the next. Additionally, teachers suggested
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that fun math games and STEM activities can be used to compensate for learning
losses in mathematics and science. Alexander, Entwisle, and Olsen (2007) have also
shown that STEM activities offer versatile opportunities to preserve and develop basic
skills in mathematics and literacy during the summer months. Furthermore, teachers
suggested that learning environments should be moved to non-school environments
more often and that learning should be made more experiential. They also suggested
using creative writing activities to compensate for learning losses in language-based
subjects like Turkish, literature, and English. Overall, the study highlights the need
for a comprehensive approach to compensate for the learning losses caused by the
pandemic, which includes both traditional and non-traditional methods of education.

The literature suggests that the Covid-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on
education systems worldwide, causing disruptions in the traditional face-to-face learning
environment and leading to a loss of knowledge and skills among students. To address
this issue, researchers have conducted studies to identify strategies for compensating
for learning losses. Akkas Baysal and Ocak (2021) conducted a study in which teachers
discussed the concept of learning loss and provided suggestions for addressing it.

One approach for compensating for learning losses is to implement intensive book
reading programs. The teachers in the study suggested that reading is crucial for
developing critical, analytical, and creative thinking skills, and that students who read
more tend to perform better in exams that require questioning and multidimensional
thinking. Kim and White (2011) conducted an experimental study which found that
providing students with books to read during the summer vacation can reduce learning
losses.

Another approach is to use games and STEM activities to make up for numeracy-
based courses, such as mathematics and science. Alexander, Entwisle, and Olsen
(2007) conducted a study which found that students from low-income families tend to
experience more learning losses during the summer months, and that STEM activities
can be an effective way to preserve and develop basic skills.

Teachers also suggested moving learning environments to non-school settings and

providing more opportunities for learning by doing and experiencing. They also
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suggested using creative writing activities to compensate for language courses and
temporarily focusing on core subjects for 1 or 2 years instead of elective courses.

Finally, the study found that stronger communication between teachers and parents is
crucial to compensating for learning losses. Teachers emphasized the importance of
parent communication during the pandemic and suggested that strengthening teacher-

parent interaction in the upcoming academic years will be beneficial.

Overall, the literature highlights the need for concrete measures to be taken to address
the learning losses caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. The findings from the study
conducted by Akkas Baysal and Ocak (2021) provide valuable insights for both
teachers and decision-makers to implement strategies for compensating for learning
losses. Future research can focus on specific measures for courses with the highest

learning losses.

A literature review by Tejada et al. (2022) examines the effectiveness of learning
assessments and the relationship between assessments and the curriculum. The review
highlights the distinction between assessing basic learning versus learning expectations
or curricular requirements and notes that the emphasis on basic learning has gained
traction in recent years, particularly with the development of Sustainable Development
Goal 4.1.1. The literature review recommends prioritizing diagnostic assessments to
gain an accurate understanding of students’ learning losses during the pandemic and
using formative assessments that are fast and easy to implement and analyze, focusing
on basic learning rather than the entire curriculum. Besides, the authors suggest utilizing
the support of civil society organizations in the development and roll out of diagnostic
assessments. Additionally, it is suggested that it is possible and necessary to optimize
the information gathered through national and regional instruments that have been
administered over the last two years, even if they lack specific diagnostic purposes,
and to use the data quickly and efficiently.

Impact of Pandemic-induced School Closures on Student Performance

The COVID-19 pandemic has led to widespread school closures around the world,
with countries implementing various strategies and policies to combat the spread of
the virus. The OECD recently published a report that focused on the impact of these
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closures on student performance. The data for this report were collected and processed
through special surveys from UNESCO, UNICEEF, and the World Bank, and guided by
the OECD.

Education authorities have attempted to maintain interaction between students and
schools through various methods, such as distance education through online platforms.
However, this has put a significant amount of pressure on teachers, many of whom
require assistance and training on e-learning methods and skills. Additionally, the
administration of national exams and assessments has also been disrupted.

The OECD survey found consistent patterns among many countries, with online
platforms being primarily used at the secondary level, while mobile phones, TV
education channels, and other distance learning techniques were more common at the
primary level. Given the learning losses resulting from school closures, some have
suggested repeating the school year as a solution. However, the OECD analysis of
grade repetition indicated that this would not compensate for any learning losses but
instead impose additional expenses (Alobaidy, 2021).

Instead, the report suggests that remedies such as individualized learning, small class
size, teacher-student ratio, specific customized learning plans, and self-paced learning
may be more effective in compensating for the academic loss.

In summary, the literature suggests that pandemic-induced school closures have had
a significant impact on student performance, and that various strategies and methods
have been implemented to maintain interaction between students and schools during
this time. However, traditional methods such as repeating the school year are not an
effective solution to compensate for the academic loss, instead, remedies such as
individualized learning, small class size, teacher-student ratio, specific customized
learning plans, and self-paced learning may be more effective (Alobaidy, 2021).

Silver, Saavedra, and Polikoff (2022) conducted a study on the level of parent interest
in tutoring and summer school as a means of academic recovery during the pandemic.
They found that overall, parent interest in these programs is low. This is despite the fact
that many of these programs require engagement from parents, including awareness
of programs, interest/desire to enroll a child, and active enrollment. The low levels

Yot



[P—
oleill ylagall

of parent interest in learning recovery supports, such as tutoring and summer school,
have been reported elsewhere, with speculation that both educators and parents may
not understand the extent of pandemic learning loss and that parents may simply be
burned out after years of increased pandemic demands on them and their families. This
disconnect is a concern for education decision-makers because of the opt-in nature of
many pandemic recovery programs: even if well-funded, such programs are unlikely
to reverse much pandemic learning loss if interest and uptake among parents is low.
The study highlights the importance of understanding parent attitudes and perceptions
towards these recovery programs, in order to improve engagement and increase their

effectiveness in reversing pandemic-induced learning loss.

Effectiveness and Equity of Remedial Programs in Addressing Pandemic-induced
Learning Losses

Recent research by Singh, Romero, and Muralidharan (2022) has highlighted the
potential effectiveness of remedial programs in addressing pandemic-induced learning
losses. The study found that much of the learning loss was compensated for in a short
period of a few months after schools re-opened, and that this recovery was accelerated
by compensatory remedial programs started and implemented by the government at a
state-wide scale. Furthermore, the study also suggests that given the disproportionate
use of the remedial program by disadvantaged students, the program may also be
attractive from the perspective of reducing inequity in basic skills. Additionally, the
program being already deployed state-wide reduces the risk of low program fidelity if
the program were continued (Banerjee et al., 2017).

Other studies have also highlighted the need for understanding the long-term effects
of the pandemic and school closures on student human capital (Bau et al., 2021;
Das et al., 2022; Singh, 2020). These studies suggest that understanding whether the
effects persist, and how they affect outcomes in later life, are important questions that
require repeated follow-ups in representative samples. However, data to generate such
evidence is often lacking in most low and middle-income countries outside of Latin
America, highlighting the need for public research investment in this area. In summary,
the literature suggests that remedial programs can be effective in addressing pandemic-
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induced learning losses, particularly in reducing inequity in basic skills. However,
there is a need for further research to understand the long-term effects of the pandemic
on student learning and to develop reliable data sources in low and middle-income
countries

II1. Definition of Learning Loss according to Our Context

Generally speaking, learning loss refers to the decline in a student’s knowledge or
skills as a result of an interruption in their education, such as a school closure due to a
pandemic. It can also refer to the gap in knowledge or skills that a student has compared
to their peers or to what is expected for their grade level. In the context of the COVID-19
pandemic, learning loss is a concern for many students who have experienced extended
school closures and disruptions to their education. Research has shown that pandemics
such as COVID-19 can have a significant impact on students’ education, leading to
learning loss and difficulty in catching up. However, it is important to note that the
extent of learning loss and the ways in which it manifests can vary depending on factors
such as the length of school closures, the quality of remote learning opportunities, and
students’ socio-economic background. It is also important to note that the Lebanese
educational system has been facing challenges for a long time, such as low quality of
education, under funding and a large number of students in the classroom:s.

It is suggested that the Lebanese educational system should conduct a large-scale
assessment to measure the extent of learning loss, as well as to gather data on the
effectiveness of different strategies for mitigating the impact of the pandemic on
students’ education. Furthermore, it is important to consider the socio-economic
disparities in the country and to target interventions to the most vulnerable students
and schools.

It is important to note that the COVID-19 pandemic has made an already difficult
situation worse, as Lebanese schools have been closed for many years and the educational
system i1s suffering from a lack of funding, qualified teachers and resources.

It would be beneficial to conduct studies to examine the scale of the problem in Lebanon
and to design targeted interventions based on the data and the specific context of the
country.
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IV. Intervention Plan Lead by CRDP

Due to the crisis that the Lebanese educational ¢Usd!l is suffering from, CRDP took the
initiative to compensate the learning loss through a response plan which includes the
following:

A. Curriculum Adaptations

* Classifying objectives into prerequisite or core based on specific criteria agreed on
among the educational assembly in Lebanon (Heads of Departments held frequent
meetings with DOPS, inspectors, and representatives of private and public institutions
in addition to representatives of the General Directorate of both Basic and Secondary
Education.)

* Publishing the reduced curriculum for the academic year 2020-2021 (13 weeks)
* Publishing the reduced curriculum for the academic year 2021-2022 (18 weeks)

* Publishing the reduced curriculum for the academic year 2022-2023 (24 weeks and 4
weeks for assessment)

» Maintaining official exam specifications as well as suspended lessons issued in 2018
which are already built on those issued in 2016 for cycle I1I of Basic Education and the
Secondary Level

B. Official Exams Adaptations

* In collaboration with the general directorate - official examination department -
CRDP suggested the mechanism and procedures of official exams for the academic
year 2020-2021. The outcome was having:

- reduced timings for different subject matters
- mandatory and elective subject matters
* Domains and competencies were kept

» Grade 9 exams were cancelled in 2021 and resumed in 2022
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C. Remediation and Response Plan

* Preparing videos that were displayed on national TV channels for Grade 9 and Third
Secondary students in all it sections

* Preparing digital interactive lessons that align with the Lebanese curriculum in all
subject matters to be uploaded on “Mawaridy”, CRDP’s official platform

* Curating resources that align with the Lebanese curriculum in all subject matters
* Validating e-lessons produced by Qitabi in mathematics, languages, and SEL

* Setting priorities and specifying lessons to include in official exams based on a survey
in which sample schools reported how much they had covered from the curriculum and
what exactly they had covered

* Producing e-books to help giving students who do have hard copies of the National
textbooks free access to them

 Launching the Recovery Program in collaboration with Qitabi for Mathematics and
languages in addition to social emotional learning (SEL). This is based on the notion
that cycle I and cycle II students need support both in numeracy and literacy. In addition,
KG, cycle I, cycle 11, and even cycle III students were in bad need for psychological
support due to the trauma and its aftermath.

Phase 1 was just an introductory session for the program that was supposed to take place
over 4 weeks. Due to the successive crises, the program extended to the entire year and
materials were prepared to supplement the curriculum and support both teachers and
students. Hence, sharing diagnostic, analysis, and support tools was the main target of
phase 2. Phase 3 focused on reading components, strategies, and instructional practices
whereas phase 4 focused on the writing process, testing, scoring, writers’ categories,
and instructional practices as well. In phase 5, however, the team plans to work on
developing oral communication skills.

* Giving students of all grade levels the opportunity to join the summer school in case
they desire
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D. Rationale

CRDP is known to be the thinking brain of education in Lebanon. As the personnel
there work on national basis, we believe that every student matters. This is why one of
our responsibilities is to reduce the gap between the private and public school students;
noting that not all public school teachers are fully prepared; neither are they equipped
with proper teaching methodologies especially contractors who are not tenured. Though
both public school and private school teachers were not prepared for online teaching,
the fact remains that private school teachers tackled the problem and subsequently
outpaced their colleagues at the public ¢!l This they were able to do by attending
several workshops on the modes of online education, on using various platforms to
be in continuous touch with their students, and so forth. As such they managed to
remediate learning loss to a certain extent. As for public school teachers, they got stuck
as many of them are not good computer users, so they were unable to follow up on
their students and see how they are doing. They also fell short of resources that could
help them reach their students remotely. Here came the role of CRDP to provide digital
resources, training sessions, and e-books to support teachers as well as students.

Hence, CRDP has already taken the initiative to follow measures similar to those
followed in different parts of the globe. Such measures mostly include tutoring,
recovery programs, and summer schooling. Despite this, many teachers all across
Lebanon reported that their students are behind in comparison to their colleagues who
were at the same grade levels 2 or 3 years ago. Consequently, CRDP decided to design
screening tools that test students’ knowledge by the end of each cycle in mathematics,
languages, and sciences. This would be an indicator for us where the gaps are so that we
can start working on remediation plans that serve to fill such gaps based on individual
students’ needs.

Moreover, the current project involves not only the target population, but also the stake
holders who will benefit from the study. Target populations for assessing learning loss
can vary depending on the context. In general, target populations for assessing learning
loss might include students who have been impacted by school closures and disruptions
to their education, such as students who were attending school in-person prior to the
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pandemic, students who were attending school remotely, and students who were not
attending school at all.

The stakeholders who would benefit from assessing learning loss include educators,
policymakers, students, and parents. Educators and policymakers can use the data
to understand the extent of learning loss, prioritize resources and develop effective
interventions. Students and parents can benefit from interventions that are tailored to
their needs and that support them in catching up. Assessing learning loss can also help
all stakeholders to understand the extent of the problem so that they can take action to
mitigate the negative effects of school closures and disruptions to students’ education.

All in all, research has shown that assessing learning loss is important for several
reasons:

* Identifying the extent of learning loss: Assessing learning loss allows educators and
policymakers to understand the extent to which students have been affected by school

closures and disruptions to their education, and to identify which students are most at
risk of falling behind.

* Prioritizing resources: Assessing learning loss can help educators and policymakers
prioritize resources and allocate funding to support students who are most in need of
additional support to catch up.

* Developing effective interventions: Assessing learning loss can inform the development
of effective interventions to support students in catching up. For example, if a particular
subject or skill area is found to be affected more than others, targeted interventions can
be developed to address those specific areas.

* Monitoring progress: Assessing learning loss at regular intervals can help educators
and policymakers monitor progress and evaluate the effectiveness of interventions over
time.
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V. Specificity of the English Language

A. Function

B. Features

C. General Objectives

D. Specific Objectives

E. Content Domains and Cognitive Domains

F. Test Specifications

VI. Considerations of Designing the Assessment Tool

Research has shown that the design of an assessment tool is crucial for its effectiveness
and fairness. Considerations for the design of assessment tools include:

A. Error! Bookmark not defined.

Universal design principles, such as those outlined by the National Center on Educational
Outcomes (NCEO), Thompson, Johnstone, & Thurlow (2002), ensure that assessments
are inclusive of all students, regardless of ability level or background. This includes
providing multiple means of representation, expression and engagement, and providing
options for participation.

Research has shown that universal design considerations are crucial for ensuring that
assessments are inclusive of all students, regardless of ability level or background.
The National Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO) has outlined universal design
principles for assessments, which include:

* Providing multiple means of representation: Assessments should present information
in multiple formats, such as text, audio, and visual, to ensure that all students can
access the information.

* Providing multiple means of expression: Assessments should provide multiple ways
for students to demonstrate their understanding, such as through written responses, oral
responses, or hands-on activities.
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* Providing multiple means of engagement: Assessments should be designed to engage

all students, regardless of their interests or learning styles.

* Providing options for participation: Assessments should provide options for
participation, such as allowing students to take the assessment in a small group or
individually, or providing accommodations for students with disabilities.

* Providing accessibility and equity: Assessments should be accessible to all students
and not contain any cultural, linguistic or other biases that would make it harder for

some students to do well.

Research has also shown that universal design considerations can improve the validity
and reliability of assessments and increase the participation and engagement of all
students. Additionally, it has been found that universal design principles can lead to
better assessment results and more accurate and fair measurement of student learning.

In summary, research suggests that assessments that are designed with universal design
principles in mind are more inclusive, accessible and fair for all students, regardless of
their abilities or backgrounds. It is important to take into account the diversity of the
student population and the context of the assessment when designing the assessment
tool.

1. Non Inclusive Assessment Population

Inclusive Assessment Population: Assessments should be inclusive of all students,
including those with disabilities, English language learners, and students from diverse
cultural and linguistic backgrounds. Research has shown that assessing learning loss
in an inclusive manner is crucial for ensuring that all students, including those with
disabilities, English language learners, and students from diverse cultural and linguistic

backgrounds, are accurately represented in the data.

Assessing Students with Disabilities: Assessments should be designed to include
students with disabilities and provide accommodations, such as extra time, assistive
technology, or modified materials, as needed. Inclusive assessments can help identify
the unique learning needs of students with disabilities and support their education and

participation in the general curriculum.
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Assessing English Language Learners: Assessments should be designed to include
English language learners and provide accommodations, such as translated materials,
bilingual dictionaries, or extra time, as needed. Inclusive assessments can help identify
the language proficiency of English language learners and support their education and
language development.

Assessing students from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds: Assessments
should be designed to be inclusive of all students, regardless of their cultural or linguistic
background. This includes providing assessments in different languages, taking into
account the cultural and linguistic diversity of the student population, and avoiding any
cultural or linguistic bias in the assessment materials.

Research also suggests that inclusive assessments are more fair and accurate, they
provide a more complete picture of student learning, and they help to identify and
address disparities in student achievement. Furthermore, inclusive assessments can help
to identify the specific needs of diverse students and to design targeted interventions
that can help them to catch up on any learning loss.

Therefore, inclusive assessment is much more than evaluating learners. It is the
universally-designed standards-based assessment that must be aligned with the content
and achievement standards with the same depth and breadth of coverage, and the same
cognitive complexity as the standards specify.

Inclusive assessments allow students and instructors to understand student progress
on meeting the course learning objectives. Accordingly, it is essential to take into
consideration the entire population when inclusive assessments are ready to use. The
appropriate population should take into account cultural differences and language
proficiency, as well as learning disabilities, special needs, English language learners,
and other factors. It is not appropriate to limit the population to assessments that are
designed for public educational accountability, or for measuring the learners’ academic
loss at a national or an international level. This means that all students should be given
a fair chance to demonstrate their knowledge and skills on assessments, regardless of
any differences among them.

Accordingly, the target population needs to include every type of student expected
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to participate in the final assessment administration, no matter what their cognitive
abilities, cultural backgrounds, socioeconomic lines or linguistic backgrounds are.
This will ensure that all students’ performance with a wide range of abilities and skill
repertoires are given a fair chance to demonstrate their knowledge and skills regardless
of their background or abilities. Assessing students in an equitable way is essential to
ensure that all students have equal access to education. Hence, the principles of “full
inclusion” must be applied to the inclusive assessment by avoiding practices that create
separation among groups and ignore its equitable use. In order to do this, assessment
populations should be inclusive with students being included in the testing population.

Thus, inclusive testing population is an ideal way to ensure that every student is given
equal opportunities to showcase their skills and knowledge, regardless of their cultural,
religious, or economic backgrounds. With inclusive testing population, we can make
sure that everyone is given a fair chance at success and be judged on the same criteria.

In summary, research suggests that inclusive assessments are crucial for ensuring that
all students, including those with disabilities, English language learners, and students
from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds, are accurately represented in the data.
Such assessments can help identify the unique learning needs of diverse students and
support their education and participation in the general curriculum.

As aforementioned, inclusive assessment guarantees that no student is excluded. The
fact remains that CRDP has already taken the imitative to achieve this as it developed the
specifications for special needs students. Such specifications have been the threshold
for Official Exam committees to design the adapted tests for blind students, or for those
with learning difficulties.

However, despite the significance and essentiality of inclusive assessment, it is worth
to note that the present project does not address students with disabilities or learning
difficulties due to several factors including budget, time constrains, and absence
of experts in this domain. As such, we limited ourselves to students who learn in
conventional classrooms.
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2. Precisely Defined Constructs

Assessments should measure clearly defined constructs and align with the curriculum,
so that the results can be interpreted and used for decision-making. Research has
shown that assessments that measure precisely defined constructs and align with the

curriculum are more effective and useful for decision-making.

Alignment with the curriculum: Assessments that align with the curriculum provide
an accurate measure of student learning and understanding of the material that has
been taught. This allows educators and policymakers to make decisions about student
learning that are based on accurate and reliable data.

Precisely defined constructs in assessments ensure that the results are valid and reliable.
This means that the results of the assessment accurately reflect the construct being
measured and the results are consistent across different groups of students.

Measuring specific skills and knowledge: Assessments that measure specific skills and
knowledge, such as reading comprehension or mathematical problem-solving, provide
a more accurate and detailed picture of student learning than assessments that measure
more general or broad constructs.

Curriculum-based assessments: Curriculum-based assessments are assessments that are
designed to align with the curriculum and measure the specific skills and knowledge
that students are expected to learn. These assessments are widely used in education and
have been found to be highly effective in measuring student learning.

Reporting specific results: Reporting specific results, such as the results of specific
sub-tests, can provide more detailed information about student learning, which can

help educators and policymakers identify
3. Accessible, Non-biased Items

Assessments should be accessible and non-biased, meaning that they should not contain
any cultural, linguistic or other biases that would make it harder for some students to
do well. Research has shown that assessments that are accessible and non-biased are
important for ensuring that all students have an equal opportunity to demonstrate their
knowledge and skills.
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Accessibility: Assessments should be designed to be accessible to all students, including
those with disabilities, English language learners, and students from diverse cultural
and linguistic backgrounds. This includes providing assessments in different languages,
providing accommodations such as extra time or assistive technology, and ensuring
that the assessment materials are clear and easy to understand.

Non-bias: Assessments should not contain any cultural, linguistic, or other biases that
would make it harder for some students to do well. This includes avoiding questions
or items that are culturally or linguistically biased, or that are more difficult for certain
groups of students.

Fairness: Fairness in assessment refers to the idea that all students have an equal
opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge and skills, regardless of their background
or ability level. This requires that assessments are designed to be accessible and non-

biased, and that accommodations and modifications are provided as needed.

Representatives: Representatives in assessment refers to the idea that the assessment
represents the knowledge and skills that students are expected to have learned. This
requires that the assessment is aligned with the curriculum, and that the questions or
items are appropriate for the students’ age, grade level, and learning progress.

Validity: Validity in assessment refers to the extent to which the assessment measures
what it is supposed to measure. This requires that the assessment is aligned with the
curriculum, and that the questions or items are appropriate for the students’ age, grade
level, and learning progress.

Research has shown that assessments that are accessible and non-biased are more fair
and accurate, and provide a more complete picture of student learning. Furthermore, it
has been found that inclusive assessments can help to identify and address disparities
in student achievement and support the education of diverse students.

4. Amenable to Accommodations

The assessment should be flexible to accommodate the needs of students with disabilities
and other special needs. Research has shown that assessments that are amenable to
accommodations are important for ensuring that all students have an equal opportunity
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to demonstrate their knowledge and skills.

Accommodations: Accommodations refer to modifications or adjustments to the
assessment process that allow students with disabilities or special needs to participate
in the assessment in a way that is appropriate for their abilities. Examples of
accommodations include extra time, use of assistive technology, or modified materials.

Flexibility: Assessments that are amenable to accommodations are flexible and can be
adapted to meet the needs of individual students. This allows students with disabilities
or special needs to demonstrate their knowledge and skills in a way that is appropriate
for their abilities, rather than being held to the same standards as students without
disabilities or special needs.

Universal Design: Universal design principles, such as those outlined by the National
Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEQ), ensure that assessments are inclusive of all
students, regardless of ability level or background. This includes providing multiple
means of representation, expression, and engagement, and providing options for
participation.

Student-centered Approach: A student-centered approach to assessment, which focuses
on the needs and abilities of individual students, is essential for accommodating a
comprehensive picture of student learning and for providing fair, valid, and reliable
assessment results for all students, including those with disabilities and special needs.

Research has shown that assessments that are amenable to accommodations are more
fair and accurate, and provide a more complete picture of student learning. Furthermore,
it has been found that inclusive assessments can help to identify and address disparities
in student achievement and support the education of diverse students. Additionally,
accommodating accommodations can increase students with disabilities and special

needs participation, engagement, and performance in the assessment.
5. Simple, Clear, and Intuitive Instructions and Procedures

The instructions and procedures for administering the assessment should be simple,
clear, and easy for students to understand.
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6. Maximum Readability and Comprehensibility

Maximum readability and comprehensibility: The assessment should be written in
a way that is easy for students to read and understand, including the use of simple
language and appropriate font size.

Customized to the Context: The assessment should be customized to the specific context,
including taking into account the socio-economic background, languages spoken and
the level of education of the population.

Overall, research suggests that assessments that are designed with these considerations
in mind will be more effective and fair for all students, and will provide more accurate
and useful information for educators and policymakers.

Research has shown that assessments with simple, clear, and intuitive instructions and
procedures are important for ensuring that all students can understand and successfully
complete the assessment.

Simplicity: Simple instructions and procedures make the assessment easier for students
to understand and complete, which can reduce stress and increase engagement. This
includes using clear and straightforward language, avoiding complex or technical

terms, and providing clear and concise instructions.

Clarity: Clear instructions and procedures help students understand what is expected
of them and how to complete the assessment. This includes providing examples, using

illustrations or diagrams, and providing step-by-step instructions.

Intuitiveness: Intuitive instructions and procedures make the assessment easy to
understand and complete without the need for additional explanations or guidance.
This includes providing logical and coherent instructions and using a format or layout
that is familiar to students.

Accessibility: Simple, clear, and intuitive instructions and procedures are also important
for students with disabilities and special needs, as they may have difficulty with complex
or technical language or with understanding instructions that are not clearly presented.

Standardization: Standardizing the instructions and procedures across all students will
ensure a fair assessment. This includes providing the same instructions and procedures
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for all students and ensuring that the instructions and procedures are consistent across
different forms of the assessment.

Research has shown that assessments with simple, clear, and intuitive instructions and
procedures are more effective and accurate, and provide a more complete picture of
student learning. Furthermore, it has been found that these types of assessments are
more accessible to students with disabilities and special needs, and to students from
diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds. Additionally, it can increase the student
engagement and motivation towards the assessment.

7. Maximum Legibility, the Quality of Being Clear Enough to Read

In general, readability refers to how easy it is for students to receive the message and
how easy it is for them to moving along the line, while legibility refers to how easy it
is for them to distinguish one letter from another. Therefore, readability s concerned
with arranging the font or typeset whereas legibility is more concerned with individual
characters and individual letters. It also focuses on the design of the typeface used as
well as the meaning the individual letter shapes.

B. Design of the Constructive Response Items

A constructive response item is a type of assessment item that requires a student to
generate a response, rather than select one from a pre-determined set of options. They
are often used in writing assessments, where the student is asked to write an essay or
compose a story. The design of constructive response items typically includes a prompt
or question that the student must respond to, and a set of scoring criteria that are used
to evaluate the student’s response.

The scoring method for constructive response items typically involves a human rater,
who uses the scoring criteria to evaluate the student’s response. The rater may use a
rubric or a set of guidelines to ensure that the scoring is consistent and fair. The rubric
or guidelines will provide specific criteria for the scoring of different aspects of the
student’s response, such as grammar, organization, and content. The rater will then
assign a score to the student’s response based on how well it meets the criteria. In some

yia



[P—
oleill glagall

cases, multiple raters may be used to evaluate a student’s response, in order to ensure
that the scoring is as accurate and reliable as possible.

In recent years, with the advance of Artificial Intelligence and natural language
processing, there have been some efforts to develop automated scoring systems for
constructive response items which are known as automated essay scoring (AES). These
systems use natural language processing and machine learning techniques to evaluate
student responses, but they are not yet as reliable as human raters.

Research on the design of constructive response items and the scoring method has
revealed several important findings. One key finding is that the design of the prompt or
question is critical to the success of the assessment. Effective prompts should be clear,
focused, and aligned with the learning objectives of the assessment. They should also
provide appropriate context and background information to help students understand
the task and generate a meaningful response.

Another important finding is that the scoring criteria used to evaluate student responses
should be clear and specific. Research has shown that using a rubric or set of guidelines
that provides detailed criteria for different aspects of the response can improve the
reliability and validity of the assessment. Additionally, providing training and calibration
for raters can help ensure that scoring is consistent across different evaluators.

Research on automated essay scoring (AES) has shown that these systems can provide
accurate and reliable scores for some types of writing tasks, such as persuasive essays,
but they are not yet as reliable as human raters for more complex tasks, such as creative
writing or literary analysis. Additionally, there have been concerns about the bias in
some AES systems, which tend to be trained on a limited set of text, this could lead to

a lack of diversity in the scored text.

In general, research on the design of constructive response items and the scoring method
has shown that effective assessment requires careful consideration of the task, the
scoring criteria, and the evaluation process. Clear and specific prompts, well-designed
rubrics, and well-trained raters can all contribute to the reliability and validity of the
assessment.
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More specifically, as educators strive to design assessments that effectively measure
student learning, understanding the construction of construct-response items is of vital
importance. Constructive response items are an essential part of designing assessments
to measure student understanding and progress. They are very efficient in measuring
student learning and assessing educational achievement (Jin et al., 2019) as they
allow students to demonstrate their mastery of a specific concept through written and/
or verbal responses (Harris et al., 2019) and provide an in-depth analysis of student

understanding, beyond a simple multiple-choice format.

Constructive response items are becoming increasingly popular among assessment
designers as they offer a range of benefits. Thoughtful constructive response item design
can provide a number of benefits to both teachers and students. Constructive response
items can be tailored to a specific learning goal and measure higher-order thinking
skills, such as analysis, synthesis, and evaluation (Harris et al., 2019). This approach
allows educators to gain a deeper understanding of student learning, as students must
explain their thought processes and provide evidence for their answers. Furthermore,
it allows feedback to be more personalized, as teachers can use student responses to
adjust instruction based on students’ needs.

According to Verma et al. (2022), it is beneficial to use these items due to the fact
that they measure a range of skills and knowledge, rather than just one. As such, they
can provide a much more comprehensive evaluation of a student’s understanding and
performance. Furthermore, these items are generally easier to grade than traditional
assessment items, as they provide a more straightforward answer. This can be beneficial
for both the teacher and the student, as it minimizes the amount of time spent by the
teacher to grade and provides the student with direct and immediate feedback.

Accordingly, constructive response items are beneficial because they encourage
students to think critically and use problem-solving skills to find solutions. According
to WC Ward and RE Bennett (2012), these items “both accurately measure and develop
student proficiency” in a way that other assessment methods do not. So, they provide a
more comprehensive assessment of students by allowing them to explain their thinking
process and demonstrate the knowledge they have acquired. Typically, they require
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students to explain their thoughts on a certain topic or issue rather than just select
an answer from a list of options. Constructive response items also allow for rubric-
based grading which can help teachers accurately measure student performance by
providing clear criteria for evaluating each item. So, this type of assessment offers the
opportunity for students to demonstrate their understanding, skills, and knowledge in a
meaningful way. Additionally, it allows teachers to gain a better understanding of how
their students perceive and process information. Consequently, constructive response
items offer an opportunity to assess higher-order thinking skills since students are
required to interpret and analyze information in order to respond. This makes them an
effective tool for assessing complex concepts and skills (Karakolidis, Leary & Scully,
2021). Ultimately, the use of constructive response items in assessment design can
provide a comprehensive evaluation of “a student’s knowledge and skills, while also
being cost-effective and time-saving” (Nisar & Ghassan, 2013).

In summary, constructive response items in an assessment can provide valuable
insight into a student’s understanding and mastery of a concept. They allow a deeper
exploration of how students approach unfamiliar topics and how they can assimilate
new information into working out a problem. As educators, incorporating constructive
response items into assessments can help us better identify what needs to be addressed
in order to improve student learning. Ultimately, designing constructive response items
provides great opportunities for teachers to understand their students as well as their
capabilities in a better way.

C. Item Description and Scoring

Scores Interpretation: After designing the assessment tools to be used for investigating
the degree of Lebanese students’ learning loss by the end of each cycle, a scoring
system was developed while working on the answer key. In all subject matters
(Languages, mathematics, and sciences), the exams included closed ended questions
as well as open ended questions to collect quantitative and qualitative data respectively.
A 5 point Likert scale was used to assess learners, inspired from measures used in
international standardized exams such as TIMSS and PISA. As such, it was agreed

Yyy



[P—
oleill ylagall

to use the numbers 0,1,2,3,4, and 99 to represent results. More specifically, 0 stands
for “completely wrong answer”, 1/2/3 stand for “partially correct answer”, based on
a criteria pre-set by experts in each subject matter, 4 stands for “fully correct answer”
and 99 stands for “no answer”.

Basis of Scores: Scores should be assigned solely on the basis of academic achievement
away from any form of penalizing, such as penalizing correct items relative to wrong
items, punishing students for missing class or deducting grades due to inappropriate
behavior. As educators, we need to be aware that while factors such as class behavior and
attitude are certainly important, if they are combined with achievement when assigning
grades, they blur the meaning of grades. Such basis was taken into consideration while
developing the scoring system of the tools designed for assessing Lebanese students’
learning loss.

What scale have CRDP adopted?

VII. Summary

Learning loss refers to the decline in a student’s knowledge or skills as a result of
an interruption in their education, such as a school closure due to a pandemic. The
COVID-19 pandemic has led to concerns about learning loss among students who
have experienced extended school closures. Research has shown that pandemics can
have a significant impact on students’ education, leading to learning loss and difficulty
in catching up. Factors such as the length of school closures, the quality of remote
learning opportunities, and students’ socio-economic background can affect the extent
of learning loss. In Lebanon, the educational system is already facing challenges such
as low quality of education, underfunding, and large class sizes. To address this, it is
suggested that a large-scale assessment be conducted to measure the extent of learning
loss and to gather data on effective strategies for mitigating the impact of the pandemic
on students’ education. Additionally, targeted interventions should be designed to
address the socio-economic disparities in the country. The CRDP has taken initiative
to compensate learning loss through a response plan which includes adaptations to
curriculum, official exams, and an intervention plan.
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To tackle this problem, it is important to have an accurate understanding of the extent
and nature of learning loss and the most affected students. One approach to assessing and
identifying learning loss is using screening tools, which provide a quick and efficient way
to 1dentify students at risk of falling behind. A screening tool framework that includes
considerations for accessibility, reliability, and validity and specific constructs being
assessed is proposed. Various indexes such as academic achievement, engagement, and
attendance are proposed to measure and identify learning loss. Additionally, studies
suggest that students at high-poverty schools have been hit the hardest and there is a
need for interventions and strategies to address the learning declines experienced by
students during the pandemic. The literature suggests that the COVID-19 pandemic
has had a significant impact on education systems worldwide, causing disruptions in
the traditional face-to-face learning environment and leading to a loss of knowledge
and skills among students. To address this issue, researchers have conducted studies to
identify strategies for compensating for learning losses. One approach is to implement
intensive book reading programs, use games and STEM activities, move learning
environments to non-school settings, providing more opportunities for learning by
doing and experiencing, and using creative writing activities. Additionally, stronger
communication between teachers and parents is crucial to compensating for learning
losses. The literature review by Tejada et al. (2022) recommends prioritizing diagnostic
assessments to gain an accurate understanding of students’ learning losses during the
pandemic and using formative assessments that are fast and easy to implement and
analyze. Recent research by Singh, Romero, and Muralidharan (2022) highlighted the
potential effectiveness of remedial programs in addressing pandemic-induced learning
losses, with the study found that much of the learning loss was compensated for in a

short period of a few months after schools re-opened.
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