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Speech of Mr. Ibrahima FALL
Regional Director of UNICEF
For the Middle East and North Africa
On the occasion of the
Openine of the Workshop on
The “ School Bag Weight “

It is my pleasure to be here with you today at this workshop which you are
organizing in the context of the educational curricula reform that Lebanon has
launched in 1997. This reform movement will help Lebanese children and youth in
meeting the challenges of the 21° century. Once again, Lebanon is revealing its
pioneering role in the Middle East Region through such initiatives.

I am honored that UNICEF is providing support to the educational reform
process launched by the Center for Educational Research and Development. in
particular through promoting the Global Education Initiative. I am pleased to learn
that the Ministry of Education in Lebanon has taken active steps to adopt this initiative
in the first cycle of basic education. This Initiative was agreed upon at the World
Conference on Education for All held in Jomtien in 1990 as a suitable framework for
the development of knowledge, attitudes and skills of the individual.

Your Excellency, Mr. Minister, the Workshop which we are opening together this
Morning on the Subject of the ** School Bag Weight * is an integral part of the Global
Education Initiative. Indeed, one of the objectives of the cooperation between the
Center for Educational Research and Development and UNICEF is to address the issue
of the school bag and to reduce the size and number of books that children in the first
cycle of basic education carry with them. [ am looking forward to the results of your
workshop and I hope that we can benefit from its conclusions and recommendations
for other countries in the Region.

I would like also to seize this opportunity to express the deep appreciation of
UNICEF for the achievements Lebanon has made in the last ten years after the World
Summit for Children. The curriculum reform, the adoption of a Law on Free and
Compulsory Education and the high enrollment levels are all great achievements tor
which Lebanon should be highly commended.



Important challenges still remain ahead to realize the right of every child to
quality basic education and to ensure the development of the child’s personality, talents
and mental and physical abilities to their fulest potential.

The first of these challenges is to address the education of children with special
needs, this is essential to ensure that every child has the night to basic education.

The second is to raise the age for basic education to 14 years so that it matches
with the minimum age for work.

The third is to use curriculum reform as an entry point to a wider process of
improving the quality of education as a whole and narrowing the gap between quality
of education in the private and public sectors.

These, 1 believe, are essential issues that Lebanon needs to address to ensure that
its education programs are developed from a right perspective and to fulfill its
commitments to the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

[ wish you a very successful workshop.
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