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Teaching a foreign language presupposes exposing the
student to oral English. This approach involves introducing
new words and sentence patterns through using pictures and
actions. The student first observes what the teacher does, next
imitates his activity and finally practices the words and
patterns introduced under the teacher’s supervision and gui-
dance.

Oral English usually continues throughout the first year. By
then the student would have practiced the basic sounds and
patterns of English and gained adequate vocabulary as well.
With this background, he would be able to express himself
fairly well in spoken English, within certain limits.

By the beginning of the next year (first grade), he would be
ready to rececive training on the reading skill. At this stage, his
vocabulary covers the rudimentary elements to carry a very
simple conversation. The vocabulary and patterns of the
reading books should not go beyond this level. Reading should
basically be a reinforcement and an extension of the oral
practice,

In teaching reading, the instructor should realize that
teaching reading involves 1) reading aloud and
2) silent reading.

Reading aloud, in turn, involves practice in pronunciation
and expression in an early stage and improving tone, rhythm
and fluency in the advanced stage.(')

Silent reading comprises developing comprehension in the
carly stage and promoting intellectual development in a rather
advanced stage.

Teaching reading aloud involves introducing the sounds, the
words and the patterns in the following order:

1) sound & symbol

2) phrase

3) pictures and symbols

4) flashcards and substitutions

The first step involves teaching the student to associate the
sound with the symbol. For example he learns that the sound
/bf in «ball» is represented by the symbol «b»: that the sound
{1/ in «salt» is represented by «1».

It is worth mentioning that each of the symbols referred to
here may be used to represent more than one sound. However,
the limited vocabulary of the students and the choice of
symbols carrying a minimum of sound load lessen the confu-
sion.

Now, if we show the student a picture of a «ball» with the
word «ball» printed below it, he should be able to identify and
pronounce it by the sounds already introduced. In the next
step, the student listens to the teacher utter an expression and
then watches him show the picture of the expression with its
phrase — a word plus a determiner — and pronounce it.

The teacher then asks the class to practice repeating the
phrase after him, first in unison and then individually until he
feels they can read it on their own perfectly well. Then he
allows each student to pronounce it without any guidance.

Next the pictures and their corresponding phrases are
shown on separate cards. The students are then asked to
associate each word with its picture. This is called «Word and
Picture Matching».

In later periods, the teacher shows the students a very
simple sentence with its reference on a flashcard. He insures
that the content words refer to concrete objects and observa-
ble actions.

picture 1

picture 2

picture 3

Samir

is carrying
1 2

his books.
3

Flash card

o

=

I P. Gurrey, Teaching English as a Foreign Language, London and Harlow: Longmans, Green & Co. Ltd., 1969, p. 98.

teaching theres
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He then shows the flashcard to the students for a few
seconds and reads the sentence on it. He then turns it over and
asks the students to «read» in their minds what was printed on
the flashcard and to say it. This tests if the students can read
what has been shown.

The teacher can further substitute new individual words for
the ones that appeared on the flashcard by covering them one
after the other by cards having a different word for each. After
this the teacher can ask the students to identify separate
pictures with the individual words of the flashcard and vice
versa.

Next, the teacher takes a reading passage — which consists
of three to four sentences at most. In teaching this passage for

. the purpose of reading aloud, the teacher goes through the
following steps:

1) He reads the passage through while the students listen
with their books closed.

2) Number one is repeated with books open

3) He reads and the students repeat, first in unison and then
individually.

4) Individual students read one or two sentences of the
passage. The teacher supervises their reading, watches for
mistakes and takes pains in correcting them.

This part covers the objectives of teaching reading aloud
and it culminates with the end of the First Grade year.

Silent reading should ensure the promotion of comprehen-
sion and intellectual development. In fact, it is the outcome

|and extension of reading aloud. However, it is much more
frequent and useful. In teaching silent reading it is suggested
that the teacher go through the following steps:

1. The teacher reads the passage — while the students listen-
to make sure the students are familiar with the vocabulary and
the structures. Otherwise, he explains the new ones through
objects, pictures, actions and very simple English.

2. The teacher then poses a few basic questions to be
answered after the students had read the passage.

3. The students read the new passage silently.

4. The teacher invites questions from the students on what
is difficult in the passage.

5. The teacher asks questions on the passage. These
questions are suggested to involve comprehension questions
and structural questions at a fairly early stage and questions
‘that have to be inferred from the text at a rather advanced
stage. Finally, it remains to be remembered that the aim of
‘teaching the reading skill is twofold:
| A — Reading aloud which aims at:

a) symbol and word recognition

b) practice in pronunciation and expression

¢) improving tone, rhythm and fluency.

B — Silent reading which aims at: “We much prefer referring to those as ‘extrinsic

20

a) developing comprehension reinforcers.
b) promting intellectual development.
Throughout the process of teaching the reading skill, the
amount and level of teaching to be rendered to students
should be related to the standard of students and the amount J/

of learning that the students can take.
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