
 

 

Choose one of the following three subjects: 
 
First Subject: 

 

“The hypothesis of the unconscious is necessary and legitimate, and we have  

  many proofs on its existence.” 

 

1- Explain this statement of Freud and state the problematic it raises.  (9 points) 

2- Discuss this statement in light of other positions that emphasize the role of the 
conscious.  

 
(7 points) 

3- Do you think that resorting to the unconscious is acceptable to justify 
mistakes? Justify your answer.  

 
(4 points) 

 

Second Subject: 

 

To perceive is to rationalize the given sensations. 
 
1- Explain this judgment and state the problematic it raises. (9 points) 

2- Discuss this judgment in light of another theory. (7 points) 

3- Do you think that scientific fiction movies have a negative impact on our 
perception of reality? Justify your answer.  

 

(4 points) 

 

Third Subject:  Text 

…There is in the depths of souls an innate principle of justice and virtue, on which, in spite of 
our own maxims, we judge our actions and those of others as good or bad, and to this principle 
I give the name conscience. 
Once I pronounce this word, it raises, in one claim, the voices of those who pretend wisdom: 
childhood errors, prejudices of education! Nothing is in the human mind except what is 
introduced by experience, and we do not judge anything except through acquired ideas. 
Therefore, we should distinguish between our acquired ideas and our natural sentiments; as we 
feel before we know; and as we do not learn to approach what is good for us and avoid what is 
bad, because we hold this as a will of nature, the love of the good and the hatred of the evil are 
natural to us as is the love of ourselves. Thus, the acts of conscience are sentiments not 
judgments. 

Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Profession of faith of the vicar Savoyard 
 

 

1- Explain the text and state the problematic it raises. (9 points) 

2- Discuss this text in light of another attitude on the nature of conscience.   (7 points) 

3- Do you think that the prison as a punishment enhances the behavior of the 
convicted? Justify your answer.  

 

(4 points) 
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