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Deal with one of the three following subjects:

First subject:
The pleasurable experience is the base of the acquisition of all tendencies.

1- Explain this judgment of Condillac and state the problematic it raises. (9 pts)
2- Discuss this judgment in light of other theories. (7 pts)
3- Do you believe that the contemporary lifestyle creates new tendencies?

Justify your answer. (4 pts)

Second subject:
Mathematical principles are of a rational origin.

1- Explain this judgment and state the problematic it raises. (9 pts)
2- Discuss this judgment in light of other theories. (7 pts)
3- Do you believe that statistics orient the public opinion? Justify your answer. (4 pts)

Third subject: text
We should be aware that amongst our desires, some are natural and others are vain, and that
within the first there are the necessary desires and others which are only natural. Included in the
necessary desires, there are those that aim at happiness, others that aim at the continuous
tranquility of the body, in addition to desires related to life itself... Since all our acts aim at
eliminating pain and fear from us, once we can achieve this, the storm in our soul calms down
and the living being will no more be in need of aiming at something he lacks or searching for
something else to ensure a perfect well-being of his soul and body. Only then, we actually feel
the need for pleasure; whereas, losing it will result in pain. But when we do not suffer, we
never feel the need for pleasure. That is why we say that pleasure is the beginning and the aim
of happy life (...) Because pleasure is our basic and innate good, we do not seek all pleasures.
In many cases, we leave behind several pleasures if they bring about difficulties. Hence, we
judge many pains as preferable to pleasures whenever a sublime pleasure results from
sufferings that we endured for a long time (...) The pleasure we talk about is the one which is
characterized by the absence of corporal pains and the troubles of the soul.

Epicurus, "'A letter to Mence™.

1- Explain this text and state the problematic it raises. (9 pts)
2- Discuss the ideas stated in the text in light of other theories on the Good
and Moral Values. (7 pts)

3- Do you believe it is morally acceptable to seek personal happiness? Justify
your answer. (4 pts)
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