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Choose one of the following:

« The only habit a child should acquire is not to acquire habits »

1) Explain this citation and state the problem. (9pts)
2) Discuss this opinion showing the advantages of habits. (7pts)
3) How, in your opinion, can we get rid of bad habits? (4 pts)

« Language is the most precious instrument given to man ... »

1) Explain this citation of Holderlin and state the problem. (9pts)
2) Discuss this opinion emphasizing the dangers of language. (7pts)
3) Is spoken language the sole means of communication among men? (4 pts)

- Text.

What is right among people, and what is justice? It is useless to say, with philosophers of diverse
schools: justice is a divine instinct, an immortal and a celestial voice, a guide endowed by nature, it is
the cry of the conscience, it is the love of himself in others, the interest in its good sense; or it is the
imperative of the practical mind, whose source lies in the ideas of pure reason etc ... All this can be
true as much as it seems beautiful; but all this is absolutely insignificant.

Aristotle says that justice is the common benefit, it is true, yet this is tautology. “The principle that
public happiness should be the object of the legislator, says Charles Comte, couldn’t be opposed by
any good reason, but, when we formulated it and demonstrated it, we didn’t make the legislation
more progressed than we did with medicine by saying: healing patients should be the object of
doctors”.

Let us take another direction. Right is the ensemble of principles that govern the society; justice in
man is the respect and observance of these principles. To exercise justice, is to obey social instinct; to
do an act of justice, means to do a social act.

Proudhon.

1) Explain the main ideas of the text and state the problem. (9pts)
2) Discuss the author’s ideas concerning right and justice in light of the theories

you know. (7pts)
3) Do you think that the conception of justice varies according to different societies

and epochs ? (4pts)
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