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Deal with one of the following subjects:

First subject:
" Self-love is not oriented to strange objects but in the way bees are oriented
towards flowers to pull off what suits them. Egoism hides behind all tendencies."

1- Explain this statement of La Rochefoucauld and state the problematic it raises. (9 pts)
2- Discuss this statement in the light of other theories that contradict it. (7 pts)
3- Do you believe that there are factors that lead to a change in our tendencies

throughout our life ? (4 pts)

Second subject:
""Scientific hypotheses are free creations of the human mind and are not uniquely
determined by the observation of the external world".

1- Explain this statement of Einstein and state the problematic it raises. (9 pts)
2- Discuss this statement in the light of other theories related to the

experimental method. (7 pts)
3- Do you think that hypotheses are always verifiable? Justify your answer. (4 pts)

Third subject:

"The first idea that comes to mind is that responsibility is determined by the presence
or absence of premeditation... But this will not do, both because some acts are not
premeditated but responsible, and because some are premeditated and not responsible.

Many acts we call responsible can be as unthinking or impulsive... If you rush across
the street to help the victim of an automobile collision, you are... acting responsibly, but
you did not do so out of premeditation, you saw the accident, you didn’t think, you rushed
to the scene without hesitation...

There is... another criterion, which | prefer to the previous one, by which a man’s
responsibility for an act can be measured : the degree to which that act can be (or could
have been) changed by the use of reasons. Suppose that the man who washes his hands
constantly does so, he says, for hygienic reasons... we now convince him, on the best
medical authority that his belief is groundless. Now, the test of his responsibility is
whether the changed belief will result in changed behavior... It is not the use of reasons,
but their efficacy in changing behavior, that is being made the criterion of responsibility.”

John Hospers (Determinism and Freedom, 1958)

1- Explain the text and state the problematic it raises. (9 pts)
2- Discuss the text in the light of other theories that emphasize freedom
as the basis of responsibility. (7 pts)

3- In your opinion, where does the responsibility of the individual begin,
and where does it end? (4 pts)
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