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Deal with one of the following three subjects: 

 
First subject :  
  

The character determines man’s personality. 
 

1-  Explain this statement, and state the problematic it raises.         (9 pts) 

2-  Discuss this statement in the light of the other components of personality.     (7 pts) 

3-  Do you think that knowing a man’s personality is enough to guide him in the right way?   

     Justify your answer.             (4 pts) 

 

Second subject : 
 

The correlation between the conscience and the moral values is constant, and it  

 goes beyond time and space. 
     
 1-  Explain this judgment and state the problematic it raises.       (9 pts) 

 2-  Discuss this judgment in the light of other theories.       (7 pts) 

3-  Do you think that our passions and desires always contradict with what our  

     conscience dictates?  Justify your answer.          (4 pts) 

    

Third subject : Text 
 

"We expect from history a certain objectivity, the objectivity that is convenient for it (…). 

But who says to us what is this specific objectivity?  The philosopher cannot, here, teach the 

historian certain lessons; it is always the practice of a scientific profession that teaches the 

philosopher. Therefore, we should first listen to the historian when he thinks about his 

profession, because the latter is the criterion of objectivity that is convenient for history. The 

profession is also the criterion of a good or bad subjectivity, implied by this objectivity… The 

titles: method, historical observation, criticism, and historical analysis do not allow  us to 

hesitate. They indicate stages of objectivity which are in the process of becoming… Since 

history is "knowledge through traces", then reconstructing an event by referring to a document 

supposes that we interrogate the latter, and force it to talk. The document was not a document 

before the historian considered asking it a question. In this regard, the historical event does not 

differ, substantially, from other scientific events, because "the scientific event is what is made 

by science when the latter is making itself". Objectivity is exactly this: the product of the 

methodological activity." 

    Paul Ricœur , "History and Truth". 
  

1-  Explain this text and state the problematic it raises.            (9 pts) 

2-  Discuss the ideas of the text in the light of theories which state that the  

methodological obstacles in history, are insurmountable, in spite of all efforts.        (7 pts) 

3-  Do you think that experimentation has a place in the historian’s research?  

 Justify your answer.                   (4 pts) 
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