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Deal with one of the three following subjects:

* First subject :
Imagination is a reproduction of previous sensory perceptions.

1- Explain this judgment and state the problematic it raises.
2- Discuss this judgment in the light of other theories about the nature of imagination.
3- In your opinion, is imagination an escape from reality? Justify your answer.

* Second subject :

The necessary starting point of the experimental method is the hypothesis.

1- Explain this judgment of Claude Bernard and state the problematic it raises.

2- Discuss this judgment by showing that the starting point of the experimental
method is observation.

3- In your opinion, what would become of a hypothesis if it was not verified
experimentally? Justify your answer.

* Third subject : Text

There is a widespread opinion among common people that designates as a slave whoever
acts under the command of another, and as a free man the one who acts as he wants. This
point of view is not totally in conformity with the truth. Actually, the individual led by a
personal lust, to the extent that he does not see or act but according to the requirements of his
personal interest, is a person who is subject to the worst forms of slavery.

On the contrary, we should consider an individual as a free man when he chooses reason,
by his own will as a guide for his life. As to the behaviour which is triggered by a command,
that is obedience, even though it nullifies, in a sense, freedom, yet it does not require the
attribution of the quality “slave” to an agent. In this respect, we should consider, before
anything else, the particular significance of an act. Let’s suppose that the aim of the act is not
to serve the interest of the agent but that of the commander, then the one who accomplishes
the act is a slave, faraway from realizing his proper interest. However, in every free Republic
and in every State where the interest of the person who gives orders is not considered as a
supreme law, but that of the nation as a whole, we should not describe the individual led by
the sovereign power as a slave who cannot realize his proper interest (...) Hence, the most
liberal community is the one whose laws are based on sound reason.

(9 pts)
(7 pts)
(4 pts)

(9 pts)
(7 pts)

(4 pts)

Baruch Spinoza.

1- Explain the ideas of the text and state the problematic it raises.
2- Discuss the ideas of the text by showing that freedom is not reduced to reason only.
3- Do you think that freedom is a necessary condition of responsibility?

Justify your answer

(9 pts)
(7 pts)

(4 pts)
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