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Deal with one of the following subjects: 

 
First subject  :  

 An object is perceived mentally not sensually. 

1-  Explain this judgment of Alain and state the problematic it raises.              (9 pts) 

2-  Discuss this judgment in the light of other theories about perception.     (7 pts) 

3-  In your opinion is our perception of reality an objective knowledge ? 

 Justify your answer.                                                                     (4 pts) 

  

Second subject  : 

The invention of the hypothesis, the construction of a new theory, here is the 

fundamental act of the scientific discovery. 

1-  Explain this judgment and state the problematic it raises.            (9 pts) 

2-  Discuss this judgment starting from the other stages of the scientific method.      (7 pts) 

3-  Do you think that the scientific progress always plays a positive role in man’s life ? 

     Justify your answer.                 (4 pts) 

 

Third subject : Text 

I have to consult only myself about what I want to do: Everything that I sense as good is 

good, and everything that I sense evil is evil: The conscience is the best of all casuists; and we 

do not resort to the subtleties of reasoning but when we bargain with it. The first of all our 

concerns is to be concerned with one self: nevertheless, how many times does the internal voice 

tell us that when we do what is good for us at the expense of others, we do what is evil! We 

believe that we follow nature's impulse, and we resist it; and by listening to what it says to our 

senses, we despise what it says to our hearts (…) 

The conscience is the voice of the soul, whereas passions are the voice of the body. Is it then 

odd that these two languages contradict each other? And  then, to which one we should listen? 

Most often reason deceives us … but the conscience never deceives; it is the right guide for 

man: it is for the soul what instinct is to the body; the one who follows it obeys nature and is not 

afraid of going astray… All the morality of our actions are in the judgment we attribute to them 

by ourselves.  

Jean Jacques Rousseau 

 

1-  Explain this text and state the problematic it raises.            (9 pts) 

2-  Discuss the ideas of the text in the light of other theories that deal with the same problem.    (7 pts) 

3-  Do you think we should adopt a skeptical attitude towards the conscience, 

when it becomes sometimes confused in its judgments and misguided by its decisions?      (4 pts) 
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