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choose one of the three following subjects: 

 

First subject: 

 

     The more man has habits, the less free and independent he is. 
 

        1-  Explain this statement of Kant and state the problematic it raises.   

          2-  Discuss this statement by showing that habits can also be useful for man.  

          3-  In your opinion, is man responsible for the habits he acquires ? Justify your answer. 
            

Second subject: 
 

      A little science inclines man to reject philosophy, but going deeply into science 

      brings him back to it. 
1- Explain this opinion and state the problematic it raises.      

2- Discuss this opinion  in the light of the theory that emphasizes  the complete 

               opposition between science and philosophy.      

3- Do you think that philosophy is incapable of solving the ethical problems brought 

               about by scientific progress ? Justify your answer.  

       

Third subject: text 
 

The human spirit is basically a collective consciousness, the moral conscience 

will never be but an expression of the consciousness, and we receive it from the 

outside, as we receive anything else, because of our belonging to a human 

community, or to a certain particular social group. It  seems that the modes, the 

customs, the habits, the prejudices, the laws, the beliefs… all seem to submit 

necessarily to the fluctuations of the collective consciousness. Considering that 

the society is firstly an authority, the moral conscience is a distinguished 

manifestation of this authority. The rules of what is permitted and what is 

forbidden, the principles of the approval and of the reprobation can’t come but 

from a society which is the center of the ideals and the source of values. 

However this is what guaranties the objectivity and the transcendence of the 

moral conscience. It is interiorized in the self as the echo repeats something 

above it and strange to it. We live the values as truths which surpass us as 

individuals and precede our existence. We judge them as simple and evident that 

is as indisputable, and we obey them spontaneously. 

                                                                                                      L. Meynard 

 

  1- Explain the ideas of the text and state the problematic it raises.         

  2- Discuss the ideas of the text in the light of other theories that tackle the origin of  
 the conscience.           

  3- Do you think that the just laws can be a substitute for the existence of the 

   conscience?  Justify your answer.         
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